
The Board of Finance held a special meeting on April 10, 2013 at 6:45 p.m. or upon 
adjournment of the public hearing in the Meeting Room of Windham Town Hall, 979 Main 
Street, Willimantic, CT 06226 
 
Members Attending: Lynne Ide, Anita Sebestyen, Charles Pennewill, Anna Crawford,  
Thomas White, Paula Haney, and Nectalis Martinez. 
  

1. Call to Order 

 Chairman Lynne Ide called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

2. Public Comment 

Mark Doyle commented on the debt service payment that has been removed from the Board of Education 
budget.  Does the special master have the power to take the funds out of the Board of Education budget 
and push them over to the Town.  He would like the board to formally request Susan Johnson and Don 
Williams to look into this matter. 

Gay St. Louis spoke on behalf of MEUI regarding the building official position being reduced to part-
time.  

Mary Demarco commented on the $40,000 cut to outside agencies.  She would like the board to 
reconsider the reduction. 

Ernie Eldridge commented on the reduction to outside agencies and the important things they do for the 
Town. 

Police Chief, Lisa Maruzo-Bolduc asked the board for clarification the school resource officer. 

Fire Chief, Marc Scrivener commented on two budget line items he would like the Board to change.  One 
is used to purchase medical supplies and the other is used to repair the fire trucks. 

Jeff Nelson commented the Board of Education is committed to funding the school resource officer. 

3. Board of Finance Comment 

There was no Board of Finance comment 

4. Chair’s Report 

Lynne Ide commented on receiving the audit.  She thanked the Board for covering for her while she was 
out. 

 
 
 
 



5. Discussion and possible action on the 2013-2014 Board of Education Budget 
 
Thomas White questioned if the Board of Education will fund the school resource officer even with the 
reduction to their budget.   
Jeff Nelson replied yes the Board of Education will fund the position. 
 
Thomas White asked if the board would hold off on making any final budget decisions until the 
clarification on the debt service payment has been resolved. 
 
Charles Pennewill questioned if there were any answers from Bank of America on refinancing.  He is 
concerned with the August payment. 
 
Thomas White commented on changing the percentage for the reserve for uncollected taxes from 4 
percent to 3 percent. 
 
Thomas White commented the reduction that was made to the Board of Education budget last week was 
for the debt service payment the special master has said the Board of Education will not make. 
 
Charles Pennewill commented on looking at every school budget and that there is a declining population 
in our schools.  He also commented on sending kids to other schools. 
 
Paul Haney commented on the projected student population and the enrollment of students is a projection. 
 
Upon a motion by Charles Pennewill, seconded by Thomas White to request representative Susan 
Johnson and Representative Donald Williams to pursue legal clarification on what the special master can 
and cannot do. 
 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
No action was taken on the Board of Education budget. 
 
6. Discussion and possible action on the 2013-2014 General Government budget 
 
Thomas White commented to bring back outside agencies to the levels they were at last year. 
  
Upon a motion by Thomas White, seconded by Charles Pennewill, to fund outside agencies as they were 
last year.  The agencies to be funded are:  
                                  50403-207 WRCC – Veterans Services for $50,000 
                                  50403-226 WRTD – ADA compliance for $9,557 
                                  50403-236 WRTD – Dial-A-Ride for $49,805 
                                  50403-241 Community Companion Services for $5,000 
                                  50403- 243 WRTD – Fixed Route for $22,031 
                                  50403-259 Sexual Assault Crisis Ctr of East CT for $5,000 
                                  50403-261 WRCC – Youth Services Bureau for $25,000 
                                  50403-269 Little Angels Program for $500 
                                  50403-271 TVCCA Elderly Nutrition for $10,633 
                                  50403-274 Willimantic Little League for $1,500 
                                  50403-288 WRCC – Juvenile Review Board for $2,500 
                                  50403-289 Holy Family Home & Shelter for $3,000 
                                  50403-294 Windham Region No Freeze Project for $2,000 



 
The total amount funded will be $186,526.00. 
 
The motion passed unanimously 
 
Thomas White questioned if 20 hours for the building official position is enough for a town this size. 
Town Manager Neal Beets replied they would like to start the position at 20 hours and see if additional 
hours are needed. 
 
Thomas White commented increasing the building department budget so the building official position is 
funded for 30 hours in case additional hours are needed. 
 
Paula Haney questioned using other towns to help out with building inspections. 
Town Manager Neal Beets replied the union says we cannot do that. 
 
Thomas White commented the Town Council did a good job on the budget but all cuts need to be done 
before the Board of Finance gets the budget. 
  
7. Discussion and possible action on the 2013-2014 Willimantic Service District budget 
 
Thomas White questioned if there is no ambulance available to go out on a call and one is called in from 
another town, is the Town charged for that? 
Fire Chief Marc Scrivener replied the charges go to the patient. 
 
Thomas White questioned if contingency could be used by the fire department if the expenditure line 
went over budget for repairing a fire truck. 
Tom Pesce replied yes. 
 
No action was taken on the Willimantic Service District budget. 
 
8. Discussion and possible action on the Capital Improvement Plan 
 
Charles Pennewill would like a new capital improvement plan print out for next week. 
 
Paula Haney asked how the categories are determined or changed from year to year. 
Thomas Pesce replied the departments determine the category and priority for their project. 
 
Charles Pennewill would like a list of authorized projects and what has not been bonded. 
 
9. Discussion and possible action on the time, date, and place of the Annual Budget Meeting 
 
No action was taken. 
 
10. Discussion and possible action on the time, date, and place of the referendum vote 
 
No action was taken. 
 
 
 
 



11. Public Comment 
 
Joseph Marsalisi commented on the Little League funding in outside agencies.  There are fees parents 
have to pay for kids to play little league so any funding the Town provides is helpful. 
 
Ernie Eldridge asked for a clarification on the outside agencies.  It is his understanding the board is 
funding what was funded last year. 

12. Adjournment 

Upon a motion by Thomas White, seconded by Charles Pennewill the meeting was adjourned at  
8:00 p.m. 
         
                                                                               Attest:__________________________ 
                                                                                            Thomas Pesce 


