
The Board of Finance held a special meeting on April 9, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Meeting Room of 
Windham Town Hall, 979 Main Street, Willimantic, CT 06226 
 
Members Attending: Lynne Ide, Anita Sebestyen, Kenneth Folan, and Tyler Griffin, Nectalis Martines, 
Thomas White, and Paula Haney 
 

1. Call to Order 

Chairman Lynne Ide called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

2. Public Comment 

There was no comment 

3. Board of Finance Comment 
  
There was no comment 

4. Discussion and possible action on the General Government Proposed 2014-2015 budget 

John McGrath and Kelly Gamache from the Probate Court commented on their budget and the changes 
that were part of the small increase.  All towns that are part of the Probate Court District were reviewed.  
The town’s share is $8,381.  The service contract line is for the children’s court and there is a 
corresponding revenue for the same amount. 
 
Mike Pirro, executive director for the health department, gave a presentation on the health department 
budget and the reasons for the increase.  The health district is governed by its own board. 
 
Bunny Lescoe and Nancy Rivera from registrars of voters commented on their budget.  Line 280 increase 
is due to the State not paying for the maintenance on the machines,  LHS cards (memory cards), and 
ballots.  There will be an increase in the budget next year for batteries and laptops. 
 
Tara Risley-Marquez, Recreation Director commented on the recreation budgets and the increases are 
from electricity and heating costs. 
 
Joan Paskewich, Assessor, commented they have used the same staff and the increase in personnel lines is 
contractual.  Line 207 is for personal property audits they are using a hybid program going from an 
account basis to a contingency basis. 
Tom White questioned what is the best guess of where we will be next year to increase the grand list.  
Joan Paskewich does not see an increase in real estate but personal property would be the biggest increase 
along with motor vehicle. 
 
Gay St. Louis, Tax Collector, commented on the line items in the Collector of Revenue budget.  The 
office furniture is for a desk and chair.  The increase in salaries was for the stipends from Chaplin and 
contractual obligations. 
 
Mary Demarco, Human Services Director, commented on the outside contractors line in human services 
that is for school readiness.  Outside agencies increased, TVCCA elderly services decrease is from what 



they requested, Windham No Freeze did not request funds but there is $2,000 in that line.  The Senior 
Center budget has an increase in personnel expenditures for additional staff. 
 
Patricia Spruance, Town Clerk, commented on their budget and things they do in the office. There is an 
increase in personnel expenditures for additional staff.  They would like to make a current part-time 
position in the Town Managers office full time and share the position. 
 
Brad Wojick, Public Works Director, commented on their budgets, Roads and Drainage budget line 207 
tree removal and planting increased because of inadequate funding.  Some lines in Machinery and 
Equipment, Park Maintenance, Cemeteries, Public Works Administration, Solid Waste Disposal were 
consolidated.  Tree services was eliminated and moved to Roads and Drainage, Street lighting has been 
consolidated with traffic control.  Traffic Control and Street Lighting includes 2 part-time positions that 
should pay for themselves and there is a revenue line for their salaries.  The increase in Solid Waste 
Disposal is from the garbage collection contract and regional household center. 
 
Brian Hathaway, Information Technology Manager, commented on his budget.  On average, computers 
are replaced every 5 years.  Copiers were purchased when leases were up but eventually they will need to 
be placed.  There is also shared services with other towns that generates revenues for the Town. 
 
Tom White questioned if the town council recommended a full time position for economic development.  
Neal Beets commented yes they did. 
 
Neal Beets commented on the finance department staffing and the consolidation with the Board of 
Education. 
 
Tom White would like a scenario of what the mill rate would be if the use of fund balance was $250,000 
and if fund balance was not used at all. 
 
 
5. Public Comment 
 
 
There was no public comment 
 
 
6. Adjournment 
 
Upon a motion by Tyler Griffin, seconded by Thomas White the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
         
                                                                               Attest:__________________________ 
                                                                                            Thomas Pesce 


