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 REFERENCE 1 
Approved 3/12/14 

WINDHAM BOARD OF EDUCATION 

WILLIMANTIC, CONNECTICUT 

BOARD OF EDUCATION BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

February 12, 2014 
  

BOARD PRESENT:  Chair Mrs. Lambert, Vice-chair Mr. Desaulniers, Mr. Montalvo, Dr. Sewall, Mr. 

French, Mr. Quamme, Mrs. Osuba 

BOARD ABSENT:  Ms. Tinker, Dr. Gomez 

ADMINISTRATION   

  PRESENT: Superintendent Ms. Ortiz, Deputy Superintendent Dr. Gasper, Directors Mrs. Banks, 

Mr. Johnson and Mr. Cunha, Communications Officer Ms. Markey 

STUDENT  

REPRESENTATIVES: No one 

OTHERS PRESENT:   Analyst for District Support and Supervision Eldrin Deas, general public, staff, 

administrators, news media 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

 Mrs. Lambert called the February 12, 2014, Board of Education regular business meeting to order at 7:05 

P.M. in the Windham High School Library Media Center.   

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 Mr. Quamme led the Board and the public in the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES 

 The January 8, 2014, business meeting (Ref. 1); January 22, 2014, workshop meeting (Ref. 1A); January 

22, 2014, special meeting (Ref. 1B); and the February 4, 2014, special meeting minutes (Ref. 1C) were 

accepted as submitted. 

 

PUBLIC DIALOGUE 

 Tom Drewry, Willimantic, spoke about the acceptance and the use of flawed data in the district.  He cited 

examples of such prior occurrences in Hartford and Cincinnati under the leadership of the special master.  

Mr. Drewry spoke in detail about NWEA testing in Windham and its flaws.  Mr. Drewry said that the 

Middle School discipline referral data does not correlate with the rate of actual instances occurring at the 

school because teachers are writing fewer referrals as a result of the lack of effective responses by 

administration.  He also said that since last spring, over twenty students have been expelled from the school 

and the referral process has been altered to include additional levels of reporting before a formal referral is 

made.  Mr. Drewry also spoke about the data pertaining to the performance of TFA teachers and the 

outcomes, which he said were predictable – students benefited most when taught by traditionally trained 

veteran teachers; next were students taught by first year traditionally trained teachers; and lastly were 

students taught by TFA teachers.  He ended by saying that data construction can reflect or distort dimensions 

of reality and in Windham, under the special master, it does more of the latter than the former. 

 Kathy Koljian, Willimantic, a parent of a Montessori educated child and a staunch advocate for 

Montessori education, said that she believes that the application for the dual language Montessori school 

submitted to the Board of Education is deeply flawed.  She noted that the odds of recruiting and retaining 

dual language Montessori certified teachers would be slim.  She also referred to gaps in the budget narrative 
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in terms of costs and revenue projections and cited examples.  Ms. Koljian said that approving the charter 

application would be irresponsible and unethical. 

 

 At the request of Ms. Lambert, it was agreed by the Board to move recognitions up on the agenda and 

resume public dialogue following these recognitions. 

 Superintendent’s Report 

 Recognitions 

 Windham High School student, Jocelyn Guerraz, was congratulated by the Board for receiving the 

Connecticut Regional Scholastic Silver Key Art Award and for being chosen to exhibit the jewelry piece 

that she designed and made at the highly competitive 2014 Connecticut Scholastic Art Awards show.  

Jocelyn and her art teacher, Ms. Bev Goslin, attended tonight’s Board meeting. 

 2014 New England VEX robotics champions, Windham Middle School students Dylan Werth, Matthew 

Morin and Alex Merced, were recognized by the Board for their outstanding achievement and for qualifying 

to attend the National Championship in Washington, D.C.  Parents, Mr. and Mrs. Werth and Mr. and Mrs. 

Morin, along with their teacher, Mr. Brennan, were thanked for their support of the students and of the 

Windham Middle School TSA robotics program. 

 The following maintenance and custodial staff were recognized and presented with certificates for the 

extra work performed in order to prepare Natchaug Elementary School for the return of students and staff:  

Luis Arriaga, Felix Ayala, Chuck Burski, Miguel Colon, David Combs, Juan Cotto, Francisco Cotto, Jorge 

Cruz, Reinaldo Cruz, Corrine DaSouza, Reinaldo DeJesus, Zac DeJesus, Dan Deptula, Roger Durand, 

Shawn Flaherty, Rory Gibbons, Amilcar Hernandez, Howard Jackson, Javier Jimenez, Yavier Jimenez, 

Yomaira Jimenez, Randy Kellarson, Roland Legere, Keith Lemire, Mark Light, Carlos Maldonado, Jorge 

Morales, Michael Muzykoski, Shelly Niskanen, David Orefice, Ron Paradis, Randy Perry, Ernest Pinckney, 

Jason Plourde, Gail Provost, Luis Ramos, Keith Simmons, Kris Simmons, John Thibeault, and Director 

Wayne Donaldson.   

 

 Public Dialogue and the order of the agenda were resumed by Mrs. Lambert.  

 Bethany Zimnoch, 51 West Town, asked the Board to listen to the concerns of the parents who support the 

sibling preference policy at Barrows.  She spoke about the stress to her family caused by being divided 

between two schools.  She also said that it is difficult to be an involved parent when children are in two 

different schools.  

 Amy Miller, Windham, asked Board members to at least discuss the sibling preference policy and to find 

out how other schools manage to allow for sibling preference.  She also said that there may be families from 

other towns who will consider not sending their children to Barrows because of the lack of sibling 

preference.   

 Mary Gallucci, Willimantic, said that the use of test scores to evaluate staff is being seriously questioned 

throughout the state and it is unfortunate that the current Superintendent’s contract was not renewed based 

on test scores per Murphy Sewall, even though Dr. Sewall has called test scores a synthetic measure.  Ms. 

Gallucci said that there was an unfortunate article in the Hartford Courant which reported that the special 

master’s departure was in part contingent on allowing the Commissioner of Education to have a say in the 

hiring of the next superintendent.  Ms. Gallucci asked that the Board review the evaluation process that was 

used to not renew the superintendent’s contract because the Board would not find a more hardworking and 

dedicated superintendent than the one currently in Windham.  She questioned why the district should 

continue to pay for students currently attending NFA when some were recruited and did not go through the 

lottery process.  She also said that the Parish Hill program will cost more because it covers six grades, and 

there is no reason to have an agreement with Parish Hill.  Ms. Gallucci said that it doesn’t cost home 

districts to send students to technical high schools because they are state schools.  She also said that per state 

guidelines, vo ag programs must be accessible to any student in the state and the state puts a cap on tuition 
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to these schools.  Ms. Gallucci also said that the state does not cover voucher and choice programs.  She said 

that the Commissioner’s Network is a farce and students at the Middle School are suffering because there 

are many things lacking while the district waits for the funding.  She also asked that all of the pilot tests 

given to students be stopped. 

 Deborah Kopetz, Sterling, spoke in support of sibling preference at Barrows.  She said that it is difficult to 

support Barrows when a family has children attending different schools.  She asked the Board to seriously 

consider allowing sibling preference. 

 Jessica Judd, Lebanon, spoke in support of sibling preference at Barrows.  She said that having children at 

different schools makes it difficult for parent involvement, is detrimental to the family and is costly due to 

the fact that families have to follow different school calendars.  Having siblings attend the same school 

strengthens sibling bonds and allows for family involvement and support of the school. 

 Louanne DiBella, Lebanon, asked the Board to consider sibling preference so that families aren’t 

splintered. 

 Adam Kravet, Windham, said that he is pleased that kindergarten preference will continue at Barrows. 

 Mary Lou DeVivo, Willimantic, said that allowing for sibling preference is a good idea but the Board 

should not flip flop back and forth and should stick to the rules that are in place. 

 Robert Zimnoch, asked the Board to support the families that were told that there would be sibling 

preference.  He said that previously the Board said that it would be a difficult chore to allow for sibling 

preference but he hopes that a way to do it can be found. 

 Jerri Levenson, Ashford, said that she supports the families who are asking for sibling preference, 

especially when people were originally told that there would be sibling preference.  She said that having a 

sense of community at the school would benefit every child. 

 Janine Kurcinik, Willimantic, said that when she attended the open house, parents were told that there 

would be sibling preference and she is in support of sibling preference. 

 Melanie Dunnack, Lebanon, said that she supports sibling preference.  She said that it is important for the 

school to have a sense of community especially because students attend from many districts and family plays 

a key part in the school community. 

 Heather Smith, Plainfield, said that she is in support of sibling preference and hopes the Board will 

consider it.  She said that for a single working parent, it is very difficult to have children in two schools 

  

REPORTS 

Superintendent’s Report 

Recognitions 

 Students and staff were recognized earlier in the agenda. 

  

Task Force to Prevent Child Abuse and Neglect 

 Catina Caban-Owen provided an update on the work of the Task Force to Prevent Child Abuse and 

Neglect which was formed in Windham and has been meeting since September.  She invited Board members 

to attend a community conversation, hosted by the task force, at Windham Middle School on Saturday, 

March 1
st
, from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM, to discuss ways to protect Windham’s children.   

 

ED050 – Barrows STEM Academy 

 The ED050 for Barrows was presented to the Board.  Wayne Donaldson answered questions and explained 

that the submission of this form is part of the application process for Barrows to become a Green Ribbon 

School.   

 

Donation of Chairs and Desks from St. Mary-St. Joseph School 
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 Ms. Ortiz informed the Board that Sister Mark and St. Mary-St. Joseph School have donated desks and 

chairs to the district which will be used by students at Windham Middle School.  The desks and chairs are 

no longer being used by St. Mary-St. Joseph School and are a welcome addition to the Middle School.  Ms. 

Ortiz, as well as Mr. Olkowski, thanked Sister Mark and St. Mary-St. Joseph School for their generous 

donation. 

 

Revisit Sibling Preference (Magnet Schools/Enrollment Outside of Attendance Districts policy 5117.11) 

 There was discussion regarding sibling preference.  A poll was taken and it was decided to leave the policy 

as is only allowing for sibling preference in kindergarten. 

 Ms. Ortiz suggested that parents ask their towns to become participating districts with the Barrows STEM 

Academy which would allow their boards of education to have representation on the school’s governing 

board. 

 

Committee Reports 

Finance and Audit Committee 

 Mr. Johnson reported that the annual audit report is complete and a request has been submitted to receive 

an award of excellence certificate issued by the GFOA which is the governing body for government 

financial accountants.  Mr. French reported that the Governor’s budget is out but it is still early in the 

process.   

 

School Planning and Design Committee 

 Dr. Sewall said that the committee plans to move forward with a proposal to renovate Windham High 

School.  The next phase will be to develop a communications plan regarding the project. 

 

Executive Committee 

 The committee has not met. 

 

Ad Hoc Policy Committee 

 Mrs. Lambert said that a policy audit by CABE would cost $1800.  Policy audits are being scheduled by 

CABE for next fall.  Mrs. Osuba reported that the committee will meet on February 27
th

 at 7 PM and will 

discuss which policies to focus on first. 

 

 Per the Town Clerk’s request, Mrs. Lambert asked committee chairs to set a calendar for their committee 

meetings so that it can be forwarded to the Town Clerk’s office. 

 

Superintendent Search Committee 

 Mrs. Lambert reported that CABE was approved as the superintendent search firm and she has forwarded 

the joint resolution approved by the Windham Board and the State Board to CABE.  The next step is 

receiving a contract from CABE for review by the district’s attorney. 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

2014-2015 School Calendar 

 Ms. Ortiz said that the additional professional day will occur on February 17, 2015. 

 Motion of Mr. Desaulniers, seconded by Dr. Sewall, that the Board of Education approve the 2014-

2015 school calendar. 

 The motion is unanimously approved. 

 

Approval of Appointments 
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 There were no appointments 

 

First reading of revised School Wellness Policy (6142.101) 

 This is the first reading of the revised School Wellness policy.  Ms. Ortiz explained that the changes that 

have been made comply with state guidelines.  The policy was previously titled the Student Nutrition and 

Physical Activity policy.  Action on the policy is scheduled for the March 12, 2014, Board meeting. 

 

Board comments 

 Ms. Osuba voiced her concern regarding vandalism of cars at Natchaug School.  Mrs. Lambert and Ms. 

Ortiz met with Natchaug staff regarding the problem, and Ms. Ortiz has been in contact with Father 

LaPointe and the Chief of Police who will have the police show more presence in the area.  There was 

discussion about the possibility of installing cameras in the parking area. 

  

Special Master’s Report 

 Eldrin Deas provided the report in Dr. Adamowski’s absence commending the ongoing efforts of the 

Windham Middle School Turnaround Committee.  Mr. Deas distributed the RESC contract with the State of 

Connecticut outlining the duties of EASTCONN and the disbursement of funds.  

  

ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion by Mr. Montalvo, seconded by Mr. French, that the Board meeting adjourn at 9:08 P.M. 

 The motion is unanimously approved. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

       Juan Montalvo, Secretary 


