
Conservation and Open Space Commission (COSC) 
Minutes of September 24, 2007 Regular Meeting  

 
 

Called to Order: 7:11 PM by Chairman Mike Westerfield 
 

Members Present: Michael Westerfield, Jean de Smet, Marsha Hildenrad, Diane Smith.   
 
Others Present:  Tara Risley, Windham Recreation Director 
 
Approval of Minutes: Hildenrad moved the 8-27-07 minutes be passed as amended.  De Smet seconded, 
and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Citizens and Delegations: none 
 
Correspondence: De Smet presented the following materials: a pamphlet for the CACIWC 30th Annual 
Meeting and Environmental Conference, GVI Smart Planning for Your Town materials, a Discover 
Mansfield’s Parks & Preserves pamphlet, information on how saving land saves taxes, and a Pre-
Application Document and Notice of Intent for the Scotland Hydroelectric Project FERC No. 2662.   
 
Discussion of Possible Greenway on the Former American Thread Property: 
Louis Testa, court-appointed bankruptcy lawyer for the mills property, has expressed a willingness to work 
with the COSC for possible purchase of open space in the mills property.  Westerfield moved that the 
COSC send a preliminary letter to Testa, copying the town selectmen and town land-use agencies, 
expressing interest in the 45 + acres behind the mills property.  Smith seconded, and the motion passed 
unanimously. Westerfield volunteered to draft the letter. 
 
Discussion of Lowe’s Land Use Application: Westerfield will communicate with Town Planner James 
Finger regarding keeping COSC abreast of Lowes’s Application, especially storm water management. 
 
Discussion of "First Light" Pre-application for License Renewal of the Scotland Hydroelectric Project: 
Smith volunteered to read the last document and provide an executive summary at the next COSC meeting.   
 
Discussion of Conservation Priorities for Various Areas Within the Town of Windham: 
According to the Windham Comptroller Report, the COSC has $19,463.80.  Risely will find out how the 
procedures for COSC to access these funds.  Smith moved, de Smet seconded, and the COSC unanimously 
agreed to table the discussion conservation priorities because of the late hour. 
 
Other Business: Risely will create a mock up of a Windham brochure for COSC approval.  This mock up, 
based on the “Discover Mansfield’s Parks and Preserves,” and will be part of the COSC’s community 
education effort.  Smith presented the proposed acceptance form to be used as a COSC response to 
applicants.  Committee members requested amendments.  Smith will incorporate the amendments and 
present the form again at the next COSC meeting. 
 
Citizens and Delegations: none 
 
Adjourn: Smith moved to adjourn, and the motion was approved by sense of the meeting at 8:59 PM. 
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