WINDHAM CONSERVATION AND OPEN SPACE COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
August 22,2011 7:00 P.M.
Windham Town Hall

1. Call to Order - The Acting Chair called the meeting to order at approximately
7:05 PM. Those present were Michael Westerfield - Acting Chair, Mary Concklin,
Axel Oschman, James Finger as staff. Sally Millius also came as a private educator
from Mansfield who had participated in the AGvocate program.

2. Citizens and Delegations - none

3. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting - The Chair for a motion to approve
the minutes of the last meeting - July 25, 2011. Mary Concklin made a correction to
her business name of ‘Raspberry Knoll Farms’; no other corrections were made.
Mary made a motion to approve the minutes, and Axle Oshman seconded the
motion. All voted in favor to approve the minutes as amended.

4. Correspondence The Chair then offered various correspondence items to the
other members to review, but said there was nothing pressing - just mail.

5. Additions to Agenda - On other items to add to the agenda, and indicated that
there are two: she wanted to update the Commission on the status of the ordinance
change, and the other is to have a conversation about Agriculture, and what other
Towns are doing in the area.

6. Consideration of Land Use Proposals - James Finger reported that there were
no land use proposals, but that the Planning & Zoning Commission had revised its
parking regulations to reduce the amount of parking that is required, and they are
now looking at allowing residents to have a small number of hens.

7. Discussion: Update on progress of ordinance revision

James Finger reported that the Town Council held the hearing on the change to the
ordinance relating to adding the charge of ‘agriculture’ to the Conservation & Open
Space Commission on August 16, 2011. It was approved, but it will not take effect
until 21 days after publication of the notice of the Council’s action.

8. Discussion: Sally Millius - on grant application for ‘Peoples Garden’
Sally Millius explained that she is working on a grant application

“Green Up” Windham: Gardens for Recreation, Education, Enterprise, and Nutrition
in the Windham Community” is a community-wide initiative that features “People’s



Gardens” as a means to foster a culture of fresh, local food, healthy lifestyles, youth
enterprise, civic pride, community education and environmental stewardship in the
town of Windham, CT. Sponsored by GROW Windham, a community gardening
collaboration between the Willimantic Food Co-op, the Town of Windham, and
Sarah Milius, a veteran educator, "Green Up" integrates a wide array of community
partners into a web of support for the People's Gardens it creates. Located at the
hub of this network of collaborators, the "Green Up" People's Gardens are well-
leveraged not only to provide multiple opportunities for access and education, but
also to draw upon a wide array of resources to ensure their long-term sustainability.

Goals: to create "garden Kkits" to offer to the elementary schools in Windham,
including a pre-grant workshop and follow-up technical support. In addition she
said she hopes to create a larger youth production garden (there's a site at the
hospital that looks promising) maintained by summer youth groups. The Farmers'
Market and the Co-op are eager to collaborate, to provide markets for the produce.
Youth will participate in mini-workshops conducted by local farmers and educators
about plant science, nutrition, sustainable agricultural practices, and environmental
stewardship;

to provide funds for Garden Club of Windham projects;

to fund a town "Green Up" to spruce up Main Street (sponsor a raffle to provide free
renovations for green spaces along Main Street; volunteers will provide the labor
and recipients will commit to maintaining them).

Here is link to USDA announcement:
http://www.csrees.usda.gov/fo/peoplesgardengrantprogram.cfm

10. Citizens and Delegations - none

11. Adjourn - with no further business, the Chair adjourned the meeting at
approximately 8:10 PM



