
Conservation & Open Spaces Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

February 23, 2009 
 

 
 
Members present:  Michael Westerfield, Patty Szczys, and Kay Haskell 
 
Member absent: Dean Fiona 
 
Town Representative:  Tara Risley of the Recreation Dept. 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:05pm.    No one wished to speak at Citizens and 
Delegations. 
 
Minutes: Minutes were sent but not approved until next meeting. 
 
Correspondence:   Invite to Basic Training of Land Use on May 16th at UConn. 
Cost: $20 e-mail eric.Thomas@ct.gov or Rachel.Cleveland@uconn.edu or call 
860-345-5202 if you want to go! 
 
Land Use Proposals:   Zoning Application Review for adding a motor recyclers 
yard to process motor vehicles in a existing scrap metal yard at Willimantic 
Waste Paper, Inc.    The proposal will incorporate a new 12’ fence to cover 100’ x 
150’ square feet.   All scrap automotive processing will take place undercover to 
capture fluids such as antifreeze, waste oil, transmission oil and gasoline.  Then 
transferred to holding tanks.  Vehicles then flattened and crushed.   James Finger 
provided us will description and plans for this project.   General discussion could 
not find any reason to not approve this project. 
 
Motion made by Kay to approve this application with no concerns and 
seconded by Patty. 
 
CL &P Proposed Transmission Line Routes:  Kay says this is on hold right 
now.  There is a meeting with heads of CL & P at SAMA this month.   If interested 
contact George Hernandez at SAMA. 
 
River Access for “Quiet Water Canoeing & Kayaking:  Joe Gardner is 
excited about this project and says OK to proceed at Pleasant St. and Plains Rd. 
locations.   Joe felt it may not cost C & OS anything.   Michael felt that we need to 
acquire land to complete the Pleasant St. access or do an easement with owner.   
Michael to look into it.   Kay added that on the Plains Road site we need a 
boardwalk of sorts to carry the kayaks & canoes to the river.   This may cost us. 
Question to Tara:  What kind of insurance does the Rec. Dept. have to cover 
anyone using these sites.  Tara feel the insurance coverage for all Parks should 
also include these sites.  She will check into it. 
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Magnet School Site:  Patty has been composing a letter to the Magnet School 
Committee to look into other sites in Willimantic in order to preserve the rural 
Windhams.    We looked at a map and the Keeper Industries site, The Thread 
Mill, or if Home Depot closes then that site would be good. 
 
Other Business:  Patty reminded us that April 20 is Earth Day at Eastern.   We 
also discussed hosting a Nature Hike for that day.   Kay offered a Scavenger Hunt 
of sorts for the kids.    Will discuss these more next meeting. 
 
Setting Priorities:   We MUST come up with priorities for this Commission for 
the next few years.  (See Ten Year Plan)     Tara mentioned that the Nostick 
Property might not be a Park so what can it be used for?     
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm. 
 
Respectively Submitted by, 
 
 
Kay P. Haskell 
 
Next Meeting  Monday, March 23, 2009 at 7 pm! 
 


