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 REFERENCE 1 
Approved 10/27/10 

WINDHAM BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES 
WILLIMANTIC, CONNECTICUT 

October 13, 2010 
 

BOARD PRESENT:  Chair Mr. Folan, Mr. Adamo, Mr. Doyle (arrived at 7:02 PM), Dr. Switchenko, Mrs. 
Haney (arrived at 7:08 PM), Mrs. Collins, Dr. Sewall, Mrs. Lambert  

BOARD ABSENT:  Vice-chair Mrs. Rayhall 

ADMINISTRATION   
  PRESENT: Interim Superintendent Ms. Ortiz, Directors Mrs. Banks and Mr. Nelson  

STUDENT  
REPRESENTATIVES: Abbey Baldarelli, Alison Risley, Matt Poirier 

OTHERS PRESENT: general public, administrators and news media 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 Chair Mr. Folan called the October 13, 2010, Board of Education meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the 
Windham High School auditorium and welcomed the student representatives to the meeting.   
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 Matt Poirier led the Board and the public in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  
BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES – September 22, 2010 (Ref. 1) 
 (71)Motion of Dr. Switchenko, seconded by Mr. Adamo, that the Board of Education approve the 
September 22, 2010, Regular Board of Education minutes, Reference 1.  Dr. Sewall noted that his name 
should be in place of Mrs. Lambert’s name under the approval of the September 8, 2010, meeting minutes.  
Motion was amended to include this correction. 
 On the motion:  Aye: Mr. Folan, Mr. Adamo, Dr. Switchenko, Mrs. Collins, Dr. Sewall 
                           Nay: No one 
         Abstained:   Mrs. Lambert 
      The motion passes:   5-0-1 
(Mr. Doyle entered) 
 
COMMUNICATIONS  
 Mr. Folan received correspondence from Big Brothers Big Sisters that he shared with Board members.  
Mrs. Lambert invited Board members to attend the pasta dinner this Thursday at Sweeney School which is 
being held in memory of fourth grade teacher, Mrs. Mary Stambaugh. 
 
STUDENT COUNCIL  
 Matt Poirier reported that twenty-five students will participate in this weekend’s Relay for Life fundraiser.   
At this time, $1142 has been raised by the student participants.  Several students will be spending the night 
at the field.  Members are also taking part in the upcoming Walk for Warmth fundraiser. 
  
CITIZENS/DELEGATIONS  
 Henry Crane, Willimantic, spoke about the budget referendums held during the past year.  He said that no 
one came out to say that money should be added to the budget.  He said that in order to address the students’ 
needs who did not do well on the CMTs, more money should be put into the education budget.  He is 
making his request early and is asking the Board to put more money into its budget for next year. 
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(Mrs. Haney entered). 
 
 Mary Lou DeVivo, North Windham, thanked Brendan O’Neill for his camera work and for the 
information scrolling on Channel 17.  She said that all kinds of school-related items should be put on the 
scroll.  She offered to donate a DVD player so that Board meeting tapings could be saved to a DVD.  She 
would like to see committee meetings also televised. 
   
SUMMARY ACTION 
Personnel Action (Ref. 2)  
 (72)Motion of Mr. Doyle, seconded by Mrs. Lambert, that the Board of Education approve Reference 2. 
Resignations 

• Karen Kelly, Reading Teacher/Natchaug School effective October 22, 2010. 

• Rosa Almonte, Early Head Start Teacher/Prospect Street effective October 8, 2010. 

• Karen Luberto, General Cafeteria Worker/Windham High School effective October 15, 2010. 
Appointments 

• Clare Rowland, Paraprofessional/Prospect Street Preschool Program effective September 22, 2010.  
Hourly rate is $11.77, replaces Elizabeth Graf who retired. 

• Heather O’Brien, Non Certified Librarian/Sweeney and Natchaug Schools effective October 6, 2010.  
Hourly rate is $18.83, new position. 

Leave of absence 

• Maria Garcia, Early Head Start Aide, Medical leave of absence beginning September 23, 2010 through 
October 25, 2010. 

 There was no discussion. 
 On the motion:  Aye, 8-0; unanimous 
 
ACTION ITEMS  
Policy approvals (Ref. 3, 3A, 3B, 3C) 
 (73)Motion of Mrs. Lambert, seconded by Mrs. Haney, that the Board of Education approve the following 
policies:  Ref. 3 Policy 1110.1 Communications with the Public (Community Relations); Ref. 3A Policy 
9133 Guidelines for Special Advisory Committees (Bylaws of the Board); Ref. 3B Policy 4117 Discipline of 
Professional Staff (Personnel-Certified); and Ref. 3C Policy 4117.41 Suspension (Personnel-Certified).  The 
changes made to policies 4117 and 4117.41 were explained in reply to Mrs. Haney’s question to clarify the 
revisions to the two policies.   
 On the motion:  Aye, 8-0; unanimous 
 
Immigrant Children and Youth Program (ICYG) Grant (Ref. 4) 
 (74)Motion of Mr. Adamo, seconded by Dr. Switchenko, that the Board of Education approve the 
submission of the Immigrant Children and Youth Program grant application for FY 2010-2011.  In answer 
to Mrs. Haney’s question, Mr. Stover will be the program administrator. 
 On the motion:  Aye, 8-0; unanimous 
 
REPORTS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 
Financial Statement – September 2010 (Ref. 5) 
 There were no questions or comments. 
 
Announcements/Information (Ref. 6) 
 Windham High School Commended Student in the 2009 National Merit Scholarship Program; Windham 
High School Advanced Level Student Achievement on all of the 2010 CAPT subtests; Windham Middle 
School cellist accepted into Jorgensen Outstanding Youth (J.O.Y.); Nutrition Nuggets (September and 
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October 2010); Transition from Eastern Regional Academy (ERA) to High School report (Jeff Forman, 
October 6, 2010); Windham High School’s Library Media Center Newsletter (September 2010); and 
Windham Federation of Teachers’ newsletters, The Spectrum (September 20, 2010; September 27, 2010; 
and October 4, 2010).  There was no discussion. 
 
Board of Education 
Subcommittee Reports: 
 Districtwide PTO:  Mrs. Haney reported that the mission of Districtwide PTO is to bring all of the school 
PTO committees together to share ideas and increase parental involvement.  The October meeting will be 
held at Windham Middle School and parents will be invited to learn how to use the online parent access 
center. 
 EASTCONN:  Mr. Adamo reported that new programs were highlighted; all five Head Start sites obtained 
accreditation; an update was provided on the ACT magnet school and the Quinebaug Valley Middle College 
High School; and negotiations and finance committee reports were given. 
 Policy/Planning:  Dr. Sewall reported that three policies were reviewed and will be forthcoming to the full 
Board for a first reading.  Two policies were referred to the high school for review. 
 
 Ms. Ortiz spoke about several highlights in the district:  eighth grade student Aramis Ruiz’s acceptance as 
a cellist to the Jorgensen Outstanding Youth (J.O.Y.) program at the University of Connecticut; the Fresh 
Fruits and Veggies Program at the elementary schools; the funding received for the Young Parents’ Program 
at Windham High School; and on behalf of Mr. Stover, an invitation was extended to Board members to 
attend the Lights on Talent shows at the elementary schools. 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  
 There were none. 
  
CITIZENS/DELEGATIONS 
 Mary Lou DeVivo, North Windham, asked the Board members to think about the reading problem and 
possible solutions.  She said that the people who elected the Board members are expecting answers from 
them.  Mr. Folan suggested that Mr. Adamo put this topic on a future Program Development and Evaluation 
Committee agenda. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 (75)Motion by Dr. Sewall, seconded by Mrs. Lambert, that the Board of Education enter into executive 
session at 7:23 PM for the discussion of bargaining unit negotiations and attorney-client privileged 
communication. 
 On the motion:  Aye, 8-0; unanimous. 
 
BOARD PRESENT:  Chair Mr. Folan, Mr. Adamo, Dr. Switchenko, Mr. Doyle, Mrs. Haney, Mrs. Collins, 

Dr. Sewall, Mrs. Lambert 

BOARD ABSENT:  Vice-chair Mrs. Rayhall 

ADMINISTRATION PRESENT:  Interim Superintendent Ms. Ortiz, Directors Mrs. Banks and Mr. Nelson 
 
REGULAR SESSION RECONVENES 
 Chair Mr. Folan reconvened regular session at 8:28 P.M. 
 (76)Motion by Mrs. Lambert, seconded by Mr. Adamo, that the Board add to the agenda at this time the 
ratification of the tentative agreement with the Windham Association of Administrators. 
 On the motion:  Aye, 8-0; unanimous. 
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 (77)Motion by Mr. Adamo, seconded by Mrs. Lambert, that the Board of Education move the ratification 
of the tentative agreement between the Windham Board of Education and Windham Association of 
Administrators regarding health insurance benefits. 

On the motion:  Aye, 8-0; unanimous. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 (78)Motion by Dr. Switchenko, seconded by Mrs. Lambert, that the Board meeting adjourn at 8:29 P.M. 
   On the motion:  Aye, 8-0; unanimous. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
        John Adamo, Secretary 


