
 

Special Meeting Minutes 

Joint Meeting of the Windham Town Council, Board of 

Education and Board of Finance  

 

Windham Town Hall Meeting Room 

Saturday, January 5, 2013 - 2:00 pm 

 

1. Call to Order 

  

 Mayor Eldridge called the meeting to order at 2:05 p.m. 

 Town Council members present: Kevin Donohue, Ernest S. Eldridge, Tony Frantoli, 

 Mark Doyle, Lorraine McDevitt, Joe Underwood, Tom DeVivo, and Charles Krich  

  

 Chairman of the Board of Finance Lynne C. Ide called the meeting to order at 2:05 p.m. 

 Board of Finance members present:  Lynn C. Ide, Anita Sebastyan, Chuck Pennywell, 

 Ana Crawford and Thomas White.  

  

 Chairman of the Board of Education Murphy Sewall called the meeting to order at 2:05 

 p.m. 

 Board of Education members present:  Luz Osuba, Murphy Sewall, Nancy Tinker, Mike 

 Desaulniers, Tracy Lambert arrived at 3:19 p.m. and Susan Collins arrived at 3:23 p.m. 

 

 State Representative Susan Johnson, State Representative Linda Orange and 

 Senator Donald E. Williams Jr. were also present. 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

  

 Mayor Eldridge led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

3. Citizens and Delegations 

  

 James Flores stated that he hopes that in 2013 the Town works together as a team.  He 

 mentioned that his concern is that all three boards always work against each other and 

   



 never together.  Mr. Flores stressed the need of having the community involved when 

 making decisions.  

 

 Mary Galluci, North Street, Willimantic, read a document  regarding funding and the 

 school district not spending enough money on students.  She spoke about equal 

 opportunity between Windham area and Fairfield County. 

 

 Jerry Phillips, North Street, Willimantic, spoke regarding Natchaug School at the 

 Windham Middle School building.  Mr. Phillips feels that there is not enough space for 

 those students at the middle school and would like to see them moved back to Natchaug.  

 He urges the town to fix the roof. 

 

 Mr. Bassen spoke regarding the Natchaug School roof.  He is concerned that Natchaug 

 School students don't get to leave the classroom at Windham Middle School.   

 

 David Fenn, Windham Center, spoke regarding the Natchaug School roof.  Mr. Fenn 

 stated that there is a need for the school and the roof should be fixed.   

 

 Jean de Smet agreed with Mr. Fenn on the roof and Mr. Flores regarding community 

 involvement.  Mrs. de Smet spoke regarding tax abatement properties for non-profits.  

 She also requested that the state require UCONN to follow the laws like everyone else. 

 

 Marc Scrivener, Fire Chief, spoke regarding EMS services and the proposal that he is 

 working on for some legislative changes. 

 

 Tara Risley, Recreation Director and Joseph Gardner, Town Engineer spoke regarding 

 the Noznick Property Project. 

 

 Larry Kelloug, Spring Street, Willimantic, stated state money that comes to the towns is 

 not state money is tax payers money. 

 

 Dawn Niles thanked everyone for being present today and asked all three boards to come 

 up with a plan of action for the Natchaug School roof. 

 

 Joseph Gardner, Town Engineer, spoke regarding funding to replace sidewalks along 

 Main Street and other areas within the Town. 

 

4. Comment from members of the Town Council, BOF, or BOE 

 



 Thomas White thanked everyone for coming to the meeting.  He requested that the Board 

 of Education take no action on the 10 year plan during the meeting today.  He would like 

 it reviewed further before it is adopted. 

 

 Joe Underwood stated that it is important that the Town revisit the Natchaug School roof 

 but would like some factual information before making any decisions. 

 

 Kevin Donohue is glad that the Council is talking about sidewalks.  Mr. Donohue 

 mentioned that sidewalks are a quality of life issue and it makes this a walking 

 community. 

 

 Tom DeVivo would like the boards to think about projects before February to present to 

 the federal representatives. 

 

 Lorraine McDevitt mentioned that she lives in the hill section and the town has great 

 sidewalks, but she does not see any students walking on them because they walk on the 

 road. 

  

 Lynne Ide mentioned that the Board of Finance will not be making any decisions tonight 

 regarding the Natchaug Roof tonight. 

 

 Murphy Sewall spoke regarding the Natchaug School roof and stated that they are 

 working on the situation at the middle school pertaining to Natchaug School students. 

 

 Mark Doyle stated that the Natchaug School roof should not be confused with the 10 year 

 plan.  The building needs the roof replaced. 

 

5. Discussion and Possible Action on a Legislative Agenda 

  

 Lengthy discussion took place between the members present and State Representative 

 Johnson, Orange and Senator Williams. 

 

 Issues addressed were as follow:  Strict rules regarding ATV's, pocket bikes, health 

 insurance, state revenue, sidewalks, board of education minimum budget requirements 

 and ECS funding. 

 

 Senator Williams asked the boards to put a letter together with the projects that they 

 would like funding for and submit it within the next two weeks.   

 



 All three boards discussed their priority projects and they directed Town Manager Neal 

 Beets to type a letter and forward it to everyone for approval in order to get it to State 

 Representative Orange, State Representative Johnson and Senator Williams on time. 

 

 Senator Williams thanked everyone for inviting him and stated he is looking forward to 

 working with Windham. 

 

 State Representative Johnson mentioned that she would like to hold a follow up meeting 

 once the state budget has been adopted. 

 

 State Representative Orange states that she looks forward to working with Windham.  

 She mentioned that it was her first time being invited to a town meeting. 

 

6. Discussion and Possible Direction about the Budget for FY 13-14. 

  

 This item was not discussed. 

 

7. Discussion and Possible Direction about the Natchaug Elementary School. 

  

 This item was not discussed. 

 

8. Adjournment 

  

 Charles Krich MOVED, DeVivo seconded, that the joint meeting be adjourned at 4:04 

 p.m.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Submitted By: 

Neida I. Rosado 

Clerk of the Council 


