
MINUTES 

 

NRZ Steering Committee 

Special Meeting 

Oct. 4, 2012 

Windham Mills 

A special meeting to replace the cancelled regular meeting of Sept. 27, 2012 

 

Present – Chair Brenda Sullivan, Kathy Dubay, Pam Viens, Bonnie Calkins, Laura Smith. 

 

1. Call to Order – 4:10 p.m. 

 

2. Opportunity for the Public to Speak – none present. 

 

3. New Business 

 

a. Policy regarding requests for letters of support from the NRZ Steering Committee – timeline, 

procedures, etc. – Because the member requesting this discussion was absent (Joel Meyers), this 

item was tabled. 

 

b. Changing time, date and location of regular meetings – requires a vote.  Proposal is to meet 

fourth Tuesday of each month from 5 to 6:30 p.m. at the Windham Mills – and to cancel the 

December 2012 meeting because of the holidays. If the vote is changed, the November meeting 

would be held on Tuesday, Nov. 27. Vote postponed until more members present. 

 

c. Update on Hour Exchange/Time Bank.  – This is a project sponsored by ACCESS Agency and 

the NRZ wrote a letter of support for the grant to fund it.  B. Sullivan reported she has been 

appointed to the steering committee, dubbed the “Kitchen Cabinet,” and described how the 

exchange will work and the process for applying to be a part of the network. 

 

4. Old Business 

 

a. Approval of Aug. 30 2012 minutes – tabled. 

 

b. Request for funds to build “hoop houses” at the Taylor Court Community Garden (an NRZ-

supported project) rescinded at this time. B. Sullivan reported she won’t have time this season to 

construct these structures which extend growing time, but expects to renew her request in 

preparing for next spring’s planting.  She also reported that a new volunteer (Peggy) is interested 

in continuing to help with the garden in the spring, including extending outreach and building the 

“hoop houses,”and that the garden, in partnership with St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in 

Willimantic donated more than 100 pounds of fresh, organic vegetables to the Covenant Soup 

Kitchen this season. 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer R. Morin was absent, no report submitted. 

 



6.  Opportunity to add agenda items to future meetings – P. Vients would like to explore how the 

NRZ can help bring back the Police Department’s “Weed and Seed” program. Suggestion we 

invite Ed Rivera to help the NRZ explore grants. B. Sullivan also suggested this could be an 

ECSU intern project, i.e. a student majoring in Public Administration, who would be paid a 

stipend. K. Dubay would like to explore how the NRZ might get bus stop shelters installed on 

the Willimantic bus routes. B. Sullivan said she’d like to create a survey of interests to send to 

NRZ members to find out what kinds of projects they’d like to initiate/work on.  She also would 

like to talk about “virtual” meetings, live on-line meetings accessible to the general public, to 

encourage more participation by all NRZ steering committee members. P. Viens also spoke 

about the town’s changes to billing for water and sewer and impact on property owners. 

 

7. The meeting adjourned at 4:50 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by NRZ Steering Committee Chair Brenda Sullivan 

 

 

 

 

 


