
 

WINDHAM ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Minutes for Monday, November 2, 2015 Meeting 
Windham Town Hall, 1

st
 floor Meeting Room, 979 Main Street, Willimantic, CT 

 

Voting Members Present: Bill Hettinger, Pam DeVivo, Robert Horrocks, John McCommas  Voting Members 

Absent: Ryan Jacobs, Victor Funderburk (Arr.7:11pm) Voting Members Excused: None. Guests Present: 

George Hernandez, Tin Tsin Lot Proposal; Demetrio Ricciardone, Savings Institute Staff Present: James V. 

Bellano, Windham Town Director of Economic Development; Dagmar Noll, Clerk Public Present: None. 

 

I. Call to Order – Chair Hettinger called the meeting to order at 7:00PM. 

II. Citizens & Delegations Community Comments/Questions – None. 

III. Review of Minutes – R. Horrocks MOVED to approve the minutes from August 3, 2015. P. DeVivo 

SECONDED. Change word “ater” to “after”. MOTION ACCEPTED unanimously as amended. R. 

Horrocks MOVED to approve the minutes from the special meeting on September 10, 2015. J. 

McCommas SECONDED. MOTION PASSED with P. DeVivo abstaining. 

IV. Tin Tsin Lot – Presentation by George Hernandez; possible action on recommendation to Council 
– Mr. Hernandez presented a proposal for a park,  two-three pads for businesses leased in shipping 

containers, an amphitheater, food trucks, 6-8 short-term parking spaces and a switchback hiking trail 

down to Riverside Drive. Q & A with Mr. Hernandez. Discussion on EDC’s recommendation to the 

Town Council. V. Funderburk MOVED that the Town Council pursue the proposal from George 

Hernandez as described by the RFP with staff involvement in the development of the concept. No 

second. No action taken. J. McCommas MOVED to table this to a special meeting in two weeks, 

November 16. R. Horrocks SECONDED the motion. MOTION PASSED with V. Funderburk 

abstaining. 

V. New Business 

1. Presentation by Maureen Crowley (EASTCONN) of Thread City Downtown on grant 

application with CT Main Street Center 

Jim Bellano provided a brief overview of the grant in the absence of Maureen Crowley, who could not attend. 

VI. Old Business 

1. My Windham Projects 

  None. 

2. Arts & Eats 

  Discussion about Town developing a uniform process for grants. 

3. Downtown Parking Ideas 

  Brief discussion about parking meters around ESCU. 

VII. Economic Development Director’s Report 

 Jim Bellano presented information on the 2016 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 

(CEDS) Overview.  

VIII. Chairman’s Report 

Chair Hettinger advised J. Bellano that, since the town is reviewing the tax abatement compliance, make sure 

the capital costs they (the mills) are including are actually capital costs and not maintenance costs. 

IX. Other reports/correspondence/announcements – None. 

 

X. Citizens & delegations comments/questions – Demetrio Ricciardone spoke about environmental 

impact on the Tin Tsin site, especially if food is brought in. 

 

XI. Adjourn – J. McCommas MOVED to Adjourn the meeting at 9:52p.m.  

Respectfully submitted by D. Noll, Clerk 


