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President Diane Rayhall called the regular meeting of the Windham First Taxing District to order at 1905 hours. 

Members present were: Diane Rayhall, Helene Chapman, Elaine Rogers, Theodore Colwell, Bill Powers, Dawn 

Niles, Joseph DeMarchi, Jan Mott and Peter Bruscato were present  

  Approval of the Minutes dated June 1, 2015 ~ Motion made by Elaine Rogers to accept the minutes, seconded by 

Peter Bruscato. Motion accepted unanimously. 

 Approval of the Minutes dated September 14, 2015 ~ Motion made by Elaine Rogers to accept the minutes, 

seconded by Peter Bruscato. Motion accepted unanimously. 

Treasurer’s Report~   Jan Mott presented the bills and account balances. He noted the following bills: 

 Shane & Navratil  $5,000.00      Audit                                  

 The Chronicle   $103.49  Legal 

 Town of Windham $9,582.00  Workers’ Compensation 2012-2013 

  Total   $14,685.49 

Account balances ~ 

 Checking    $49,678.78   

Operations Savings   $85,705.38 

Reserve Grant Match   $63,912.00 

Reserve Grantee Improvement $164,966.00 

 Total    $364,262.16 

We have spent $432,881.00 of our $853,538.00 budget to date.  Motion to accept the report and pay the bills was made by 

Theodore Colwell, seconded by Dawn Niles.  Motion accepted unanimously.   

Public Comment ~  

  Melissa Lessard of South Windham introduced herself as running for a position on the Windham Board of 

Education.  She is currently a teacher in Eastford and feels that she would be a benefit to the Board of Education. Diane 

Rayhall reminded everyone to get out and vote.   

Discussion and possible action on the Dispatch Agreement~ President Rayhall stated that the Dispatch Agreement was 

getting tabled to the December meeting because the document needed to go to Executive Session first for discussion; then 

it can be acted upon.   
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Discussion and possible action for the 2016 calendar ~ President Rayhall presented the calendar for 2016 noting the 

following dates:  

January 4- Windham Center Fire Department    July & August No meeting unless deemed necessary 

February 1- Windham Center Fire Department   September 12- Windham Center Fire Department   

March 7- Windham Center Fire Department    October 3- Windham Center Fire Department 

April 4- Windham Center Fire Department / Annual Meeting  November 7- North Windham Fire Department 

May 2- North Windham Fire Department   December 5- Windham Center Fire Department  

June 6- Windham Center Fire Department  

President Rayhall also stated that there could possibly a second meeting in March if necessary to discuss budgets. 

Motion made by Diane Rayhall to accept the proposed meeting dates, seconded by Elaine Rogers.  Motion accepted 

unanimously.  

Guilford Smith Library ~  

 Afton Seal presented the third quarter report noting that the library was open for 48 days from July-September for 

a total of 258 hours. Afton also stated that the library held 33 special program events. She noted several maintenance to be 

addressed or have been addressed including a leak in the basement.  Three estimates were received for the repair and the 

recommendation is to award the bid to Lebeau Plumbing for a total of $355.00 for three hours of labor.  Other bids were 

received from Carboni and Ben Franklin.  The library is looking for another librarian to replace Chelsea. The staff and 

patrons would like to add three additional hours of operation.  The library would then be open the same amount of hours as 

Windham Free Library.  The Library hosted a 90th birthday party for Jack Allen. 

 There has been a Red Cross donation box placed on the Babcock Hill Road side of the library.  Joseph DeMarchi questioned 

if someone was going to fix the donation box as it appears to be tipping.  Afton confirmed that the box is very heavy and 

was going to be secured further. Elaine Rogers questioned if it was going to be for clothing, yes it will.  

500 Books were donated to “A Cupcake for Later” on Main Street and were handed out with candy for Halloween.  There 

are several upcoming events scheduled.  *see report for additional information.  

Windham Free Library ~  

 Barbara Gibson presented the monthly report.  She noted circulation for September was 716 and 862 for October.  

Grants are being looked at for the Dr. Hunt Office building possibly from the Jeffrey P. Ossen Foundation.  Barbara stated 

that there were eight (8) classes back for visits to the library.  She also noted 40 new student patrons and 9 adult new patrons.  

Barbara stated that there were concerts all summer on Thursdays. Donations received $2,000.00 were forwarded to Dawn 

Niles for the Windham Cares Christmas project.  

Dawn Niles stated that she had attended the events and it was awesome that the Town Green was being used.  

Gene Chaine questioned the number of patron’s statistics, if it was equal to that of the Guilford Smith Library.  

Report from WYO (Windham Youth Organization) ~ Greg Job announced that the 2016 Breakfast fundraiser was set to be 

held at Applebee’s on May 30th.  He stated that they will be doing registration earlier this year.  Being affiliated with Cal 

Ripkin and Babe Ruth has boosted the registration to 200 players.  Elaine Rogers questioned if there was interest in Fall 
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Ball.  Greg stated that they had seven (7) sign up for the clinic.  If registration increases then WYO could participate in a 

tournament.  Diane Rayhall was pleased to see the T-Ballers were also included for the season.  

Tony Fantoli discussed the Willimantic Bigg Play and what the affect would be if WYO were short players in the 12-13 

year old group.  A brief discussion was held.   

Windham Center Fire Department ~  

 Chief Lloyd Niles presented the report noting (62) calls for the month of October (20) of them being mutual aid. 

There were (7) training sessions for the month.  * See attach report.  Chief Niles wanted to thank all who had attended the 

Annual Memorial Service. He also stated that resident Kevin Donohue will be donating a Dalmatian to the Windham Center 

Fire Department to assist in Fire Prevention.  There will be a demonstration during the November 14th open house.  This is 

at no cost to the fire department.  The fire department also conducted fire prevention during the month 

South Windham Fire Department ~  

 Chief Patrick Farley presented the report noting (85) calls for the month of September with (5) being mutual aid 

and (70) being automatic aid.  There were (2) training sessions for the month.  He also presented his report for October 

noting (64) calls for the month, (5) mutual aid and (45) auto aid. He also noted (7) training sessions for October. *See 

attached reports.   

Chief Farley noted that the Annual Chicken BBQ was a success.   The department had a standby on Halloween night.  They 

also conducted Frei Prevention at the Guilford Smith Library.   

Chief Farley stated that the SWFD would be seeking a grant through AFG (Assistance to Firefighters Grant) (FEMA) to 

replace Engine Tank 104.  It is currently the oldest piece (1988) and does not meet NFPA standards due to its open cab.  It 

meets the grant requirement for submission because it is pre-1992 and has an open cab.  There is a 5% grant match for these 

grants.  The cost to replace this truck is between $500, 000.00 - $600,000.00, the estimated cost share would be $30,000.00.  

The grant period is only open for 30 days.  Elaine Rogers asked if they had been putting money away or would they be 

using truck replacement funds.  Chief Niles stated that in 2002 that is why the Grant Match Fund was setup.  President 

Rayhall stated that there would be a special meeting if necessary.  Discussion was held.  

North Windham Fire Department ~  

 Deputy Chief Mark McClure presented the monthly report noting (105) total calls for the months September and 

October with (10) of them being mutual aid.  There were (5) training sessions noted for September and October. *See 

attached report.   

Old ~ President Rayhall stated that Attorney Kepple had surgery and she was able to make contact with him in regards to 

the conflict of interest questions and the dual positions. She will call now that he is better.   

Josh Niles stated that the Tree lighting was schedule for November 29th at 6p.m. there will be coloring books and crayons 

for the children at the tree lighting.  He also gave an update on the Light Parade, noting a route change from Memorial Park 

to Jillson will be now Jillson Square to Memorial Park with a stop at the Town Hall to drop off Santa.  The Windham High 

School Band will be participating this year. There will be baked goods with the proceeds going to uniform replacements for 

the Windham High School Band.  To date there are (8) fire departments signed up to participate.   

Bill Powers suggested a committee to look at the incentive program for the fire fighters. Discussion was held.  Motion made 

by Dawn Niles, seconded by Elaine Rogers to establish “the committee for firefighter incentives”. Motion accepted 

unanimously.  This committee will evaluate the current incentives and will consist of (2) representatives from each of the 

fire departments.  It will have Bill Powers and Elaine Rogers as co-chairs.  Members from the fire departments will be as 

follows:  Josh Niles and Roger Miles Jr. from Windham Center FD, John Wylie and Jeff Wrana from North Windham FD, 

Patrick Farley and Jan Mott from South Windham FD.  President Rayhall reminded the committee at their first meeting they 

had to set meeting dates and forward them to the Town Clerk.  She also stated that this would be on the agenda until the 

finalized.  
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Bill Powers question the issues with Eversource.  He contacted the State DOT garage in Mansfield regarding the tree limbs 

around the sign by North Windham School. They will be taking care of it, the contractor failed to clear the limbs completely.  

As of the meeting the limbs have been cut.   

There was a brief discussion regarding the Dispatch Agreement.  It will be put on the December agenda and President 

Rayhall will try to setup a teleconference with John Wylie, Chief Niles and Attorney Kepple to review the contract.    

New ~  President Rayhall wanted to recognize past presidents Andrew Carey and Chuck Pennewill.  Both will be running 

for the Board of Finance.  Other WFTD board members for Town of Windham Offices are Bill Powers for Zoning Board 

of Appeals, Dawn Niles for Town Council and Diane Rayhall for Board of Education. Joseph Demarchi questioned if it was 

a conflict of interest for Diane Rayhall to be President of the WFTD and be on the Board of Education. President Rayhall 

reminded everyone that Paulette Haines was on the Board of Education when she served as president of the District.  

Dawn Niles the information for this year’s Windham / Willimantic Cares Drive.  Last year’s drive served 533 kids. Each 

child was given a book, stuffed animal and (2) toys.  The date for the Toy Drive (Stuff a Fire Truck) will be December 12th.  

North Windham, South Windham and Windham Center Fire Department’s will be at Walmart in North Windham and 

Willimantic Fire Department will be at BJ’s on West Main Street.  Toys will be distributed on December 19th from noon to 

4p.m. at the Kramer Building.  Windham High School Seniors will be assisting at the parade and at the toy giveaway.  There 

will be activities in the gym for the children while the parents are picking up toys.  Josh and Dawn Niles, Diane Rayhall 

wanted to thank the following for assisting with the drive: Ernie Eldridge, James Flores, Tara Risley, Charlie Olbris, Pam 

Adams and Karen Gilbransen. They will also be collecting for the Soup Kitchen.  

Public Comment ~  

Gene Chaine questioned if Windham Center had met with Senator Murphy regarding the new fire house.  Josh Niles stated 

that there was no follow-up at this time.   They will be looking into Federal Funding.  

Josh Niles also stated that there would be flyers and a press release for the Open House.  

Motion made by Elaine Rogers to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Dawn Niles.  Motion accepted and meeting adjourned 

at 2017 hours.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Helene E. Chapman 

Clerk, W.F.T.D. 


