
WINDHAM INLAND WETLANDS & 

WATERCOURSES COMMISSION 
Minutes for Thursday, February 14, 2013 

 
I. Call to Order – Chair Susan Johnson called the meeting to order at 7:07 P.M. Other 

members present were Helmut Traichel, Joseph Marsalisi, and Joseph Wagner. Also present - 

Wetland Agent James Finger. 

 

II. New Business  

Timothy DeVivo (aka Willimantic Waste Paper) – 161 Chronicle Road, Willimantic – 

Wetlands application for relocation of existing man-made pond/stormwater detention basin 

and associated storm water controls. Since no one was present to discuss the proposal, the 

Chair asked the agent to apprise the Commission of the proposal.  

 

Mr. Finger referred to the application and plans, and gave an overview of the proposal – 

explaining that the property is the former Lounsbury pole-yard that Mrs. Haney had used as a 

storage site for telephone/power poles.  The site has a small pond or detention basin in the 

middle that is surrounded by a gravel parking lot used for lots of trucks and dumpster 

storage.  The new owner would like to relocate it closer to the highway - Route 32, and 

control the discharge from the State roadway. The State’s stormwater system dumps its 

drainage from a culvert onto the ground at the site, and has created an erosion channel that’s 

not very well controlled. This makes a muddy mess of the property because the run-off down 

to this detention basin. 

 

So the idea is to create a new detention basin at the out-fall where the storm water comes 

from Route 32 across from the DMV office near Holbrook Ave. They would add other 

stormwater control features to direct it to existing culverts over by Chronicle Road that 

empty into the Willimantic River. After they establish the new detention pond, they would 

then re-locate any aquatic life in the existing detention pond to the new site, and fill it in.  

Mr. Finger opined that the existing detention pond is probably not a good habitat for any 

animals because of the silt from the gravel parking lot and mud that flows into it, and all of 

the traffic and dumpsters surrounding it. 

 

Chair Johnson said she recalled walking the site when another development had a proposal 

(Lowes Home Center). She added that this proposal sounds like a more efficient way to 

handle the stormwater and will have a better way to drain the property. She then asked the 

Agent to talk about the unsuitability of the existing storm water detention pond for what it 

was originally intended. 

 

Mr. Finger said that he could not explain how it is unsuitable in its capacity to control storm 

water, but it’s just not very suitable as a wild-life habitat or a water feature for animals. This 

is mainly because it’s surrounded by a dirt parking area – as it had been historically when 

Lounsbury used it for their lumber and pole storage – and now for dumpster storage. It 

probably still has the same volume of trucks in and out of the site but now they are also 

storing dumpsters in the area. 



The Chair asked if the Agent thought the new proposal would be better for wild-life. Mr. 

Finger said he didn’t know how much wild life would be there… 

The Chair said she didn’t see any wild life there, and couldn’t imagine any wild life near it. 

 

Commissioner Traichel asked what kind of soil was in the area, and the size of the pipe.  

Mr. Finger explained that this is a gravel filled site, so it doesn’t really have a true soil type. 

As far as the pipe size and drainage design, he said he would rather wait for the applicant to 

present this information. He said he would imagine that they would size it according to the 

water coming from the highway, and a little bit of overflow because the area is in a flood 

plain; so they would need sufficient carrying capacity for all of that water. In terms of the 

flood plain, Lowes had studied the flood hazards, and prepared a comprehensive study 

because they wanted to put about five feet of fill – or 20,000 cubic yards of material into the 

site to raise it out of the flood zone.  The site is not in a direct flood area – it’s not near the 

River – it’s just in a low lying area so it’s subject to back water flooding. 

 

The Agent left the room to look for the applicant, but did not find any representative. 

 

Rogers Corporation - The Chair then read into the record the Notice of the informational 

meeting held on Feb. 6
th

, 2013 at the Windham Town Hall - from CT Department of Energy 

and Environmental Protection (DEEP) regarding the environmental cleanup at Rogers Corp. 

The public comment period will remain open for written comments to the CT Department of 

Energy and Environmental Protection until February 25, 2013 as indicated on the written 

notice. Mr. Finger then referred to the published summary report (left for Chairperson to see) 

that was roughly 2 inches thick. The Chair asked for a summary, and the Agent reported that 

he had attended the informational meeting to hear about the proposed permit, and explained 

that some contamination will remain on-site. This includes some heating oil that was found 

under the concrete slab of part of the building that is about eight inches think and is not going 

anywhere and has likely lost its volatility over the years; also - a land fill area that was found 

to have discarded product – but not likely to cause a public concern; and the possibility that 

some contamination may exist below the septic system – due to the likelihood that employees 

may have washed solvent off of their hands or spilled some into the sinks.  The Licensed 

Environmental Professional (LEP) in charge showed pictures of two large 15,000 gallon oil 

steel tanks that were removed from the site, but these were in good condition. He added that 

they didn’t examine the condition of the buildings in terms of asbestos, lead, or any other 

hazards that may exist; so who ever may want to buy the property would have to do their 

own assessment of the quality of the building materials. The DEEP officials explained that 

since the most significant portion of waste and contamination had been removed, they were 

going to suspend the application for a permit – as it was not needed.  However, an 

Environmental Land Use Restriction will be recorded on the land records of the Town that 

restricts any excavation below four feet along with a map identifying the areas of concern. If 

a future owner should need to excavate, they will need to secure a permit from the CT DEEP. 

The summary report was past around to the Commission members to review. 

 

Forestry Harvesting - Next, the Chair asked about a few forestry harvest operations. One 

for the Savings Institute Bank for property located at 365 & 393 Windham Back Road to cut 

approximately 47,000 board feet of timber of trees with a minimum diameter of 14 inches at 



breast height, along with 38 cords of wood.  Another notice was for Eileen Woodward for 

property at 378 Windham Back Road that proposed to harvest 53,000 board feet of timber 

along with 42 cords of wood. The agent explained that we do not have jurisdiction on 

forestry operations, as they are exempt as an agricultural activity; but we are required to 

report these activities to the CT DEEP – Water Resources Division, and he wanted to inform 

the Commission of these and showing their operation, pathways to haul timber, and 

watercourse crossings.  The State licenses harvesters,  

 

The Chair then alerted the Commission about a Land Use Seminar presented by the CT Bar 

Association on March 16, 2013. Mr. Finger reported that he had sent this information out by 

e-mail, and that Commissioner Wagner had signed up to attend. 

 

Returning to the DeVivo application, the Chair said that we should take action… 

 

Mr. Finger cautioned that the Commission could not take action at this meeting, as the State 

law requires that it hold it over for at least fifteen days; and the applicant still need to supply 

some additional information. They still need to get us the drainage calculations and 

background report.  This is just the introduction of the application as they knew the 

Commission couldn’t any action on it; so the Commission is just taking receipt of the 

application, and we’ll hold it over for action next month. Chair Johnson acknowledged. 

 

Mr. Finger offered his opinion that he did not believe that this application constituted a 

significant activity or impact to any wetlands.  

 

Chair Johnson and other members agreed, saying it’s manmade. 

Commissioner Traichel pointed out that they need to include a North arrow. Also, he noted 

that the site is fairly flat, but it goes from an elevation of 280 at the roadway down to 250 at 

the bottom, so it is steep at the entrance from West Main St., so he was concerned about this 

for the trucks. Mr. Finger agreed, and mentioned that they own all the abutting properties, 

and the plan is for a public transfer station. 

The Chair then confirmed that the Commission is taking receipt of the application and will 

take action next month, and that we want to see the north arrow on the map. 

 

III Routine Business – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

Miscellaneous – Mr. Finger mentioned the flyer on Wetland Commissioner’s training 

program that he had sent out to the members by e-mail last fall, but hadn’t heard from 

anyone. He added that he had an interactive video of the training for anyone who wanted 

to take it home to review. The Chair suggested that a copy of the video be sent to the 

Cable Company for Public Access. Mr. Finger said he wasn’t sure if it would work 

because it’s an interactive video, but it could be given to the library. 

Correspondence – The Chair mentioned the handbook from the Society of Certified Soil 

Scientists giving a listing of their members. 

IV Adjournment - The Chair adjourned the meeting at approximately 7:35 PM  

 

Respectfully submitted 

James Finger - Inland Wetland Agent 


