
Energy Commission Minutes 

March 11, 2013 

 

Present: Kate Donnelly, Grace Adams, Jean De Smet, Mike Altshul, Chris Vials, Alex Girshick 

 

Synopsis of Meeting.Most of the discussion was on our next steps for the Solarize campaign.  

However, we opened with a brief discussion of Cooperative Municipal Purchasing Power in 

Washington State.  An extremely well-attended Solarize event followed the meeting in the 

same room (Town Ballroom) 

 

SOLARIZE UPDATES/DISCUSSION HIGHLIGHTS 

• Workshops and Open Houses.  the next Solarize workshop will be in Mansfield on Wed, 

April 7th @ 7pm at the Library 

• we haven’t prepared for the solarize open houses; we still must schedule these; we 

must email our solar ambassadors 

• Mass Mailings.  Neighbor-to-Neighbor will pay for a mass mailing in Windham and 

Mansfield promoting the solar program; every home-owner will receive it; the mailing 

should be signed by Ernie, Jean, and Neal Beets 

• our next mailing after this one should be targeted to specific homes 

• Radio Appearances.  Jean and Kate both appeared on radio programs last week 

promoting Solarize 

• Alex Fox agreed to appear on the Dennis O’Brien show this Wednesday at 6pm 

• we discussed whether or not to mix up who appears as our representatives on radio 

programs 

• we will need to schedule someone for the John Murphy show in May 

• Town Budget.  Jean emailed Town Manager Neal Beets about the need for a healthy 

Energy Efficiency budget for Windham.  He replied that the Town would allocate 

$160,000 for energy efficiency, but did not think $200,000 was feasible 

• Solar Rewards.  We need to work out the specifics of what to do with our solar rewards.  

We discussed a more decorative solar light in front of Town Hall.  We must get 

permission from the Town Council; we must also decide how much of a light radius we 

need and tell the manufacturer of this specification.  We must determine the location of 

the light. 

• School Poster Contests.  Kate sent out notices to schools on the solarize poster contest. 

We scheduled a general date to give out the award: the week of April 22nd, at 6pm, at 

Town Hall; at our next meeting we will judge them 

• CPACE.  This program has started already.  Alex knows someone who wants to 

participate; the Town has approved a resolution to participate; Robert Schmitt from 

CEFIA popped in and said that there is a website for the submission process, and that 

Genevieve Sherman and Jess Bailey are the contact people within CEFIA for this program 

• Canvassing and the Contractor.  We need to work with our solarize contractor directly 

to coordinate our message before we begin canvassing 



• Special Meeting for Victorian Home Association.  We discussed a special Solarize 

meeting for the Victorian Home Association; they hold their meetings at their own 

meeting space; we agreed to schedule such a meeting in April 

 


