
 

 

 

Minutes of the  

Willimantic Taxing District  

Regular Meeting  
  

Windham Town Hall Bellingham Auditorium, 2nd Floor 

Tuesday, May 24, 2016 - 7:00 P.M.  
 

 

1. Call to Order.  Pledge of Allegiance. 
Willimantic Taxing District President Lynne Ide called the regular meeting to order at 

7:00 P.M and led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Members Present:  Lynne Ide, Charles Krich, Nectalis Martinez, Lorraine McDevitt 

(arrived at 7:05 P.M.), Thomas DeVivo, Dennis O’Brien and James Flores  

 

Town Manager Neal Beets was also in attendance 

 

2. Public Comment 

Mayor Eldridge thanked the Council for bringing Lt. Rob Rosado’s name forward for 

consideration for the position of Chief of Police.  He also spoke in support of Lt. Rosado.   

 

Henry Crane, Willimantic, noted he is grateful that the Council looked within the 

department to fill the position for Police Chief.   

 

3. Councilmember Comment  
James Flores noted his concern and questioned the policy regarding drug testing and 

background checks for a promotion.  He also mentioned several people who he believes 

had not been tested when promoted. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes. 

 a. Regular Meeting of April 26, 2016 

 b. Special Meeting of May 18, 2016 

DeVivo MOVED, McDevitt seconded, to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of April 

26, 2016.  All were in favor.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Flores MOVED, O’Brien seconded, to approve the Special Meeting Minutes of May 18, 

2016.  All were in favor except DeVivo and Krich who abstained.  MOTION PASSED. 

 

 

 



5. Discuss, possibly move to confirm, and possibly move to refer to the full Town  for 

confirmation the appointment of Lt. Roberto Rosado to become the Chief of Police 

for the Willimantic Police Department effective August 1, 2016, as recommended by 

the Police Chief Interview Panel and pursuant to a Conditional Offer of 

Employment. 
 DeVivo MOVED, McDevitt seconded, to confirm the appointment of Lt. Roberto Rosado 

to become the Chief of Police for the Willimantic Police Department effective August 1, 

2016, as recommended by the Police Chief Interview Panel and pursuant to a Conditional 

Offer of Employment.  All were in favor except Krich who abstained.  MOTION 

PASSED. 

 

 MOTION:  Flores MOVED, DeVivo seconded, to add to the agenda under Item 8b, 

discussion and possible action to establish a policy regarding drug testing and police 

background checks.  All were in favor except Krich who opposed and McDevitt who 

abstained.  MOTION PASSED.   

 

6. Report from the Police Chief.   Discuss and possibly take action. 

 a. Operating Statistics. 

b. Budget Update  

 Chief Maruzo-Bolduc reviewed the operating statistics including the ECSU end of year 

parties and infractions and noted the involvement of the ECSU Police Department.  She 

also explained the difference between an infraction and actual ticket.  Chief Maruzo-

Bolduc also reported on the Click It or Ticket Campaign. 

 

 Lt. Rob Rosado reported on a Youth Leadership Program that will be held over the 

summer through a grant from the Drug Free Communities.  He also answered questions 

from the Council. 

 

 Chief Maruzo-Bolduc gave a brief update on the budget.  She noted there are still 

inconsistencies in the Administration and Patrol overtime line items as well as the meals 

line item however she is confident the problem will be taken care of in the next fiscal 

year.  Captain Reed also spoke about the budget and the discrepancies with accounting 

for grants.  He believes it is an easy fix and with the help of the new Controller the issues 

will be corrected. 

 

 Chief Maruzo-Bolduc also answered questions from the Council including the status of 

the possibility of policing the Town of Mansfield. 

 

7. Report from the Fire Chief.   Discuss and possibly take action. 
 a. Operating Statistics. 

b. Budget Update.  

Chief Scrivener reviewed the operating statistics including the annual DOT inspections 

and repairs, annual occupational physicals, solar panel response training, brush fires and 

fire training.   

 

 



 

Chief Scrivener also reported that the Fire Department had attended the Riverfest event 

over the weekend.  He commended the PATH Academy Students that volunteered at the 

event for their outstanding work and noted the students were extremely respectful, polite 

and a joy to work with.  Chief Scrivener also noted the Fire Department had attended the 

Natchaug School career fair and community expo Touch a Truck at Jillson Square. 

 

Chief Scrivener gave a brief update on the budget.  He noted they were going to attempt 

to move the time of the annual inspections and repairs so as not to impact the budget as 

much at the end of the year.  He also noted he is very satisfied with the new Controller 

and looks forward to working with her. 

 

Chief Scrivener also answered questions from the Council with regards to the need for a 

new boat and possibly an ATV to assist with emergency responses.  Chief Scrivener was 

asked to come back to the Council with quotes for a new boat. 

 

8. Report from the Town Manager. Discuss and possibly take action. 

 

• Tuesday, May 31, 2016, Town Meeting regarding the budget for the 

Willimantic Taxing District.  

• Tuesday, June 7, 2016, Voter Referendum on all budgets. 

b. Discussion and possible action to establish a policy regarding drug testing 

and police background checks. 

Town Manager Beets gave a brief update on the Willimantic Taxing District budget.  He  

explained the reduction in the mill rate for the Taxing District and encouraged the  

community to come out and vote.  In addition, Town Manager Beets noted the Town  

Meeting will be held May 31
st
 and the Budget Referendum will be held June 7

th
.   

 

Town Manager Beets also answered questions from the Council including questions  

regarding the distribution of PILOT funds.  At the request of the Council, Town Manager  

Beets will provide the amount of PILOT funds and its distribution.   

 

8. b. Discussion and possible action to establish a policy regarding drug testing 

and police background checks.   

 After a brief discussion no action was taken. 

 

9.   Future Agenda Items 

• Chief Scrivener to provide quotes for a new boat. 

• Suggestions to bring in revenue to fund the Willimantic Taxing District 

including staff incentives to live in Town, applying for grants and 

spending cuts 

 

10. Public Comment.  
Marc Scrivener spoke about the race that took place on April 30

th
 and noted 618 runners 

and 19 States were represented.  He stated the goal for next year is to have 1,000 runners.   

 



Bernie D’Auteuil, 168 Walnut Street, Willimantic, noted difficulties in hearing people 

with the new sound system.  He also congratulated Lt Rosado for his appointment as 

Police Chief.  In addition, Mr. D’Auteuil spoke about transparency in government and the 

need to continue with the regular meeting schedule through the summer. 

 

Henry Crane, Willimantic, noted he is pleased with the appointment of Lt. Rosado as the 

new Police Chief.  He is concerned with the word “conditional” in the offer of 

employment. 

 

James Flores reminded everyone about the dedication for Cora Moore on June 4
th

 at 

Lauter Park and invited all to attend.  He also spoke in favor of keeping the regular 

meeting schedule throughout the summer months.  Mr. Flores also questioned the timing 

of requiring drug testing and background checks.  He also noted the difficulties in hearing 

since the new sound system was installed and would like the problem to be addressed.  

He noted he does not want to file an ADA complaint.  

 

Tom DeVivo also noted he finds it difficult to hear as well. 

 

Charles Krich echoes the comments of others regarding the difficulty in hearing and 

suggested the Administration and Finance Committee look for grants to renovate the third 

floor of the Auditorium.  He also provided information on the Victorian Days of 

Willimantic which will be held June 2
nd

 – June 5
th

.   

 

Lorraine McDevitt provided information about the Windham Regional Arts Council 

event at ArtSpace on Friday night at 6:00 PM.  She also noted she had attended the 

Family and Community Day on Saturday at Jillson Square which was a great success and 

noted moving the Farmers Market to Jillson Square was also a plus. 

 

11. Adjournment 

DeVivo MOVED, McDevitt seconded, to adjourn the Willimantic Taxing District 

Regular Meeting at 8:50 P.M.  All were in favor. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Submitted By: 

Barbara J. McKinney 

Clerk of the Town Council 

 

  

 


