
WINDHAM INLAND WETLANDS & 

WATERCOURSES COMMISSION 
Minutes for Thursday, May 9, 2013 

 
I. Call to Order – The meeting to order at 7:02 P.M. Members present were Helmut Traichel, 

Joseph Marsalisi, and Joseph Wagner. Also present - Wetland Agent James Finger, Joseph 

Boucher, Towne Engineering, and Paul Bonner, Hain Materials.  In the absence of Chair 

Susan Johnson, it was moved by Commissioner Marsalisi and Seconded by Commissioner 

Wagner to appoint Commissioner Traichel as acting Chairman, for this meeting. 

 

II. Approval of Minutes – April 11, 2013  Moved by Commissioner Marsalisi and Seconded by 

Commissioner Wagner to approve the minutes of the April 11, 2013 meeting.  Motion 

Carried. 

 

III. Old Business  

John and Patricia Donahue – 460 Boston Post Road, North Windham Wetlands 

application for permit to continue existing earth excavation and expansion of existing man-

made pond.  Item moved to after IV. New Business on agenda. 

 

IV. New Business 
1. Hain Materials Corp – 298 Windham Center Rd., Windham Center – Wetland 

Permit application – for revised plan of excavation within man-made pond – take 

receipt.  Mr. Finger drew the board’s attention to a map of this project. Joseph 

Boucher of Towne Engineering described the project. The proposal is the clean-up 

and stabilize the embankment and excavate a pond.  The elevation of front pond is 

within inches of the river elevation and the new pond elevation will be about 1 foot 

higher than the river.  Existing pond is very well contained.  On the new plan, at the 

suggestion of the town’s zoning officer, Matt Vertefeuille, the ponds will be 

connected by a 36 inch pipe which will allow water and fish to transfer between the 

two ponds.   The only outlet is a man-made ditch that may appears on maps dating 

back to the 1930’s, probable associated with the railroad.  A permanent stone check 

dam stone will be installed for containment. 

 

Commissioner Traichel questions the purpose of the 36 inch pipe and Mr. Boucher 

answers that it is for the access road to the river which provides access to the river.  

Commissioner Traichel asks for depth of current pond and whether it’s visible from 

the road.  Mr. Hain replies the pond depth is 15 – 18 feet; and Mr. Boucher says the 

pond is not visible from the road.  There was further discussion of the width and 

depth that the new pond would be and the soil at the sight.  Mr. Finger questions 

protection of existing aquatic life during excavation of new pond.  A berm would be 

created to protect aquatic life.   

 

2. Horizons Inc. – 127 Babcock Hill Rd., South Windham – demolition of Dining 

Hall and construction of new Commons Building along with site improvements 

including storm water control features in upland review area – take receipt.  Mr. 

Boucher describes the plan for a new dining hall that has classroom space and a 

trading post, new building will be called The Commons.   

 



Mr. Boucher described the site: driveway, existing rip-rap storm water basin, property 

is serviced by public water, and on-site sewer systems regulated by the DEEP.  There 

is a little wetland impact, a 45sq.ft. existing storm water basin that will have rip-rap 

added to avoid any erosion.  Storm water is collected in yard drains and catch basins 

will all be dispatched into this basin.  Mr. Boucher is trying to determine the cause of 

the algae bloom which he and Mr. Finger saw in the catch basin yesterday.  It is 

suspected that the algae bloom is caused by over use of fertilizer in a nearby area.  

Also there is virtually no water turn over because of a drought we’ve had which may 

be contributing to the problem.  Mr. Finger had expressed concerns about the run-off 

from the dumpster area and Mr. Boucher stated he has asked Horizon to contact 

Willimantic Waste to replace the dumpsters that leak.   

 

Mr. Finger asks that the nutrient loading happening, is there a way to eliminate that.  

Mr. Boucher has a call in to Horizon to ask them to stop fertilizing, but has not yet 

been able to contact them but will have a good answer for this issue by the next 

meeting of this commission.  Mr. Finger suggests placing hay bales between the area 

being fertilized and the catch basin.  Mr. Boucher will take care of that this week.    

 

Commissioner Traichel asks about the road that is on the map.  Roads and driveways 

at the site are described.  The private driveway is for staff and emergency access, 

especially during camping season.  Also, the large water usage by Horizon is 

discussed.  Commissioner Traichel asks about activity at the site.  Mr. Boucher says 

there is a lot of activity, while campers don’t arrive until the last week of June for 

four different camping sessions, there is also daily supportive employment training 

and additional Horizon staff-training for the summer.  Mr. Finger points out that there 

is also quite a bit of construction going on at the site. 

 

It was agreed that the commission would like to have a tour of the site.  After 

discussion, it was agreed that the commission would meet at Horizons at 5:30 p.m. on 

Thursday, June 13, 2013.   

 

V. Old Business  
John and Patricia Donahue – 460 Boston Post Road, North Windham Wetlands 

application for permit to continue existing earth excavation and expansion of existing 

man-made pond.  Mr. Boucher describes the project; there are no changes since the 

plan was presented to this commission at their last meeting.   There was discussion of 

the site: the rocks around the excavation, and the clear water.  Moved by 

Commissioner Marsalisi to permit to continue excavating from the man made pond, 

Seconded by Commissioner Wagner.  Motion Carried. 
 

III Routine Business – DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 

Miscellaneous – Mr. Finger reported to the board that remediation will be starting at the 

former Mobil Gas Station site by Park Springs.  Also, on May 14, 2013 at 6:00 p.m., the EPA 

is having an informational meeting about clean-up of the Mill #4 site, at the site.  

 

V Adjournment – Moved by Commissioner Traichel and Seconded by Commissioner Wagner 

to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at approximately 7:45 PM  

 

Respectfully submitted by Janet Laukaitis for   

James Finger - Inland Wetland Agent 


