
WINDHAM ENERGY COMMISSION 
Minutes for Monday, July 13, 2015 Notes 

Windham Town Hall, 1st floor Meeting Room, 979 Main Street, Willimantic, CT 
 
Voting Members Present: Elizabeth Ostwald, Jean de Smet, Grace Adams. Voting Members Absent: 
Tom Markland, Corey Krohn, Alex Girshick (moved out of Town) Voting Members Excused: None 
Guests Present: Pat Bresnahan Staff Present: Joe Gardner, Town Engineer; James Finger-Town 
Planner; Dagmar Noll, Clerk Public Present: Desmond Van Bora 
 
No quorum. 
 

Website with Pat Bresnahan 
Discussion with Pat Bresnahan about website photos for www.windhamenergycommission.org. She is 
seeking high quality photos to use throughout the site. J. Finger, E. Ostwald, and J. de Smet all want 
practice working on the web site so they can make updates. Tour of web site. Discussion about voting 
on the logo and how to publicize it. 
 

Discussion and possible action to recommend Windham purchase streetlight fixtures and some 

poles, and issue an RFP on streetlight conversion to LED lamps. 
J. Gardner presented on the RFP he has put together to purchase streetlight. The first task would be an 
audit on our lights, evaluating each one and building a GIS map of existing lights. The second task 
would be lighting in parks. Discussion about including an evaluation of the footbridge. Presentation of 
the three approved Connecticut Conference of Municipalities (CCM) contractors. 
 

Clean Energy Communities Award. Discussion and possible action to recommend purchase of 

electric vehicle. 
Discussion about using $18,000 from the Clean Energy Communities Award granted to Windham by 
the Connecticut Green Bank for the purchase of an electrical vehicle for town hall staff use. Mr. 
Gardner informed the group that the highest mileage user in Town Hall is the Building Official, and he 
is very interested in using one. Mr. Gardner presented on the Nissan LEAF and is moving forward on 
acquiring it. 
 

Discussion and possible action to recommend Windham issue an RFP for Benchmarking of all 

town buildings and lights, including streetlights. Windham Water Works, public works and 

museum. 
J. Gardner noted that we will hire a professional group to do this. We have a few buildings that have 
been recently improved which can be monitored for how they have changed. Discussion about a solar 
farm. Discussion about impediments to people in Windham acquiring solar panels for their homes. 
 

Micro-grid news and report 
The roof on the Middle School needs be replaced before solar panels can be installed and it is not quite 
the time for the roof to be replaced. 
 
Misc 
Desmond Van Bora, citizen, expressed an interest in video recording projects or meetings with the 
commission for Public Access. 


