
Economic Development Commission 
Special Meeting minutes 

September 10, 2012 

Windham Town Hall 

979 Main St., Willimantic, CT 

 

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. Those present were 

Bill Hettinger-Chairman, John McCommas, Victor Funderburk, and Robert 

Horrocks.  Also present was James Finger –staff. 

Next the Chairman opened the meeting to citizens & delegations for 

comments or questions about the Main Street grant application. 

Eric Vole owner of the Lucky Frog, and representing Damian Fox the owner 

of 600 Main St. said they were revising their project to eliminate the plan for 

a second floor deck for banquet, because they don’t have the funds to 

commit for their 50% share. So now, they just want enough money to cover 

the painting expense for the exterior.  He then presented some pictures of 

the existing building, and the proposed painting scheme – trying to pick up 

the same color scheme as next door at 560 Main St. (Willimantic). 

Reverend Fred Shapiro of the First Baptist Church of Willimantic then spoke, 

explaining that ever since he came to Willimantic, the Church has been more 

than just a place to go on Sunday. It has been a place of healing for AA 

(alcoholics anonymous) and NA (narcotics anonymous); we’ve participated 

in the renaissance Festival, and have provided the official restrooms for 3rd 

Thursday Fest. People see the building, and its clear that there is mildew, 

salt, and dirt. We have an offer (quote) to paint the building – not the steeple. 

The wood would be scraped and painted, and the aluminum would have an 

acrylic paint applied. The estimate is $12,000. We feel that this will beautify 

the block as people see the Church (as it is a prominent building). It is an 

historic building that’s 185 years old.  The restrooms – especially… 



The meeting adjourned at approximately 6:40 PM 

 

Respectfully submitted  

James Finger, Business Liaison 


