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                            Town Council – Town of Windham 

Administration, Finance, Development and Health & Human Services Committee 

 
Windham Town Hall, 2d Floor Conference Room 

Tuesday, September 13, 2016 - 7:00 P.M. 
 

 

Call to Order. 

The Chair called the Town Council’s Administration, Finance, Development and Health 

& Human Services Committee regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Members present: Charles Krich, Tony Fantoli, Lynne Ide, Dawn Niles, Dennis O’Brien. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

The Chair led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Public Comment. 

Ernie Eldridge was glad the Committee was taking up changes to Rule 3 of our Standing 

Rules.  Before John Lescoe there was no right of the public to comment.  Public comment 

is a privilege, not a given thing and it’s being abused. 

 

Jean DeSmet felt there was not enough time to speak. 

 

Committee Member Comment. 

Dawn Niles made a few points.  Citizens and delegations get two times to speak.  The 

change is when Town Council members may speak.  It’s being abused a little.  She  

expressed concern that the Council isn’t getting quarterly reports from the Finance 

Department.  She has heard the Town Manager did performance evaluations on non-

union department heads but we haven’t received an update yet.  Raises depend on 

evaluations being conducted. 

 

Adoption of Minutes. 

A. August 9, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes. 
Ide MOVED, Niles seconded, to approve the minutes for the August 9, 2016 regular 

meeting.  Motion PASSED with all were in favor, except O’Brien who abstained. 

 

B. August 22, 2016 - Special Meeting Minutes. 

The Committee took no action on the minutes for this meeting as Niles wanted to review 

the minutes again and make corrections. 

 

Discuss and Possibly Recommend to the Town Council That the Willimantic Public 

Library or Some Part of the Library be Renamed to Honor Mary Lou DeVivo. 

 

O’Brien MOVED, Fantoil seconded, that the Committee postpone consideration of this 

agenda item , believing that the Committee did not have enough information to make a 
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decision and that the Committee should get as much information as it can before making 

a recommendation to the full Town Council.  All were in favor.  MOTION PASSED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Discuss and Possibly Recommend That the Town Adopt an Ordinance Concerning 

Fracking Waste. 

Jean DeSmet, Energy Commission Chair, was invited to take part in the discussion of this 

agenda item.  She asked that the Committee restore in Section 1 a sentence regarding 

waste water treatment facilities being covered by the ordinance.  There was some 

uncertainty concerning the actual wording of the deleted sentence.   

 

Niles MOVED, Krich seconded, that the matter be tabled.  All were in favor.  MOTION 

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Discuss and Possibly Recommend That the Town Provide Direct Services to 

Veterans. 

Neida Rosado gave a report concerning a meeting she, Andy Carey, Mary DeMarco and 

Jeff Beadle had on September 8, 2016.  Rosado expects the Committee will receive an 

actual budget for the Committee’s October 2016 meeting and that the transfer of services 

will be effective on July 1, 2017. 

 

Discuss and Possibly Recommend That the Town Adopt a Short-Sale Policy. 

Discussion ensued with O’Brien recommending several changes from the draft received 

from the Dept. of Housing.  O’Brien MOVED, Niles seconded, that the Committee 

recommend that the Town Council adopt the short-sale policy as modified by the 

Committee.  O’Brien, Niles and Ide voted in favor.  Krich and Fantoli opposed.  The 

motion carried.  MOTION PASSED 3-2.   

 

Discuss and Possibly Recommend That the Town Adopt an Ordinance Concerning 

Fracking Waste. 

Niles MOVED, Ide seconded, that Agenda Item 7, the fracking waste ordinance, be 

removed from the table.  All were in favor.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

Niles MOVED, Fantoli seconded, that the Committee recommend the Town Council 

adopt the fracking waste ordinance, adding language in Section 1 to cover waste water 

treatment facilities, and that a date for a public hearing be set.  All were in favor.  

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Discuss and Possibly Recommend That the Council Amend Rule 3 of Its Standing 

Rules.  
Niles MOVED, Krich seconded, that Agenda Item 11, concerning the Council’s Standing 

Rules, be moved up to be the next order of business. 

 

 

O’Brien MOVED, Niles seconded, that Rule 3 be amended to eliminate comment by 

Town Council members and Rule 4 be amended to allow Town Council members to 
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speak for 5 minutes.  O’Brien and Niles were in favor.  Fantoli, Ide and Krich opposed.  

MOTION FAILED. 

 

Ide MOVED, Fantoli seconded, that Rule 3 of the Standing Rules be amended to 

eliminate comment by Town Council members during public comment.  All were in 

favor.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Discuss and Possibly Recommend That the Town Adopt an Ordinance Concerning 

Fees. 

Ide MOVED, Krich seconded, that the Committee move up Agenda Item 12, the fee 

ordinance, to be the next order of business.  All were in favor.  MOTION PASSED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Niles MOVED, Ide seconded, that the Committee recommend the Town Council adopt 

an ordinance concerning fees, leaving in the fee for bathroom rental and Paragraph 17 (e) 

and (f), and that a public hearing be set for October 18, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Fantoli stated that he was not a fan of fees.  Fees shouldn’t be imposed if you do your 

own work.  He was assured that he could bring this up at the public hearing or when the 

full Town Council takes up the ordinance. 

 

All were in favor.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Discuss and Possibly Recommend That Action Be Taken Regarding the Town 

Manager’s Performance Evaluation.  

Niles MOVED, O’Brien seconded, that the Committee designate Fantoli and Ide to have 

a conversation with the Town Manager regarding his evaluation.  All were in favor.  

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Public Comment. 

There was no public comment. 

 

Adjourn. 

Niles MOVED, Ide seconded, to adjourn the Administration, Finance, Development, 

Health & Human Services Committee regular meeting.  All were in favor.  MOTION 

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Charles Krich 

Chair  
 

 


