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President Diane Rayhall called the regular meeting of the Windham First Taxing District to order at 1903 hours. 

Members present were: Diane Rayhall, Helene Chapman, Elaine Rogers, Theodore Colwell, Bill Powers, Dawn 

Niles, Joseph DeMarchi, and Peter Bruscato were present.  Jan Mott was absent.  

Dawn Niles requested a moment of silence in remembrance of John Lescoe, former State Representative and Mayor/ 

First Selectman of Willimantic. There will be calling hours at The Potter Funeral Home on Friday, September 18, 2015 

from 5-7p.m. Funeral services will be Saturday, September 19, 2015.   

  Approval of the Minutes dated June 1, 2015 ~ Motion made by Elaine Rogers to accept the minutes, seconded by 

Peter Bruscato. Motion accepted unanimously. 

Treasurer’s Report~ None Jan Mott unavailable for the meeting.  

Public Comment ~  

 Gene Chaine of Windham questioned if a quorum was needed to hold the meeting.  President Rayhall stated that a 

quorum of 15 was needed (there are 17 people present / 19 if the count were to include President Rayhall and Clerk 

Chapman).  

 Dawn Niles presented the flyers for the “Windham’s Festival of Light Santa Parade” on November 27th, 2015 at 

5:45 p.m. for lineup with a 6 p.m. step off.  This year’s lineup will be at the Jillson Major Parcel and after the tree lighting 

will proceed up Main St. to the Memorial Park.  There will be a meet and greet with Santa at the Windham Town Hall 

following the parade.  She also spoke about the Windham/Willimantic Cares Annual Toy and Food Drive.  Dawn encourage 

people to donate books to the program to be passed out with the toys. The program was a huge success last year and they 

are looking forward to it being another success this year.  The local public safety (fire/police) collected toys at local retail 

stores.   The committee is looking for another stellar year. 

 Michelle Maclure of South Windham urged the community to watch the changes at Windham Community Memorial 

Hospital.  Some of the changes (most) have not been good for the community. It’s our community hospital and we need to 

keep it that way.  Dawn Niles stated that she is checking into a protest march similar to the one held in Newtown.  

 Elaine Rogers noted that the school signs are up but the one located at Rt 14 / Rt 6 is hidden by the trees.  President 

Rayhall will check with Brad Wojick from Windham Public Works to see if it something that they take care of.  If not she 

will contact CT DOT.  

Guilford Smith Library ~  

 Afton Seal presented the monthly report noting that the summer programs were a success. The library purchased 6 

new computers since July. Guilford Smith Library and the Windham Free Library are having discussions regarding hours 

of operation.  The library will be looking for a new teen librarian, as theirs has taken a new job at a New York Library.  She 

also noted South Windham 2nd Saturdays will run from July to January, which start at 10:30 a.m. These will spotlight local 

businesses. The Library received a $5,000.00 grant to make space for refrigerator and a convention oven for some possible 

cooking demos. There is cleaning and painting being done on the exterior of the building for mold and rot.  The colors 

(green shutters and white walls) will remain the colors of choice (See report).   
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Windham Free Library ~  

 Carol Santa Lucia presented the monthly report.  She advised that Book Hunter’s meets at Douglas Manor monthly 

and is open to all residents of Douglas Manor.  There were 25 class visits from Windham Center School that started April 

8th.  There are 6 more visits currently planned.  Carol also noted upcoming events.  Jazz in the Garden is planned for 

September 13th from 3-6 p.m.  (See report)  

 

Report from WYO (Windham Youth Organization) ~ None 

 

Report from Elaine Rogers / Windham Fire Departments Liaison ~  

 Elaine Rogers stated that Michael Gergler from Wilcox and Reynolds Insurance attended the three (3) Windham’s 

Officer’s meeting to discuss a safety check of the fire departments.  A walk thru of all the departments was conducted.  

There is some serious concern regarding that status of the Windham Inn.  The east wall is bowing more now and there is a 

growing safety concern.   

North Windham Fire Department will be cross training on vehicles with Windham Center and South Windham.  South 

Windham and Windham Center already cross train as well as ride each other’s apparatus if firefighters are passing the 

respective fire station.  This will be a better utilization of resources. Elaine also stated that there was Workers’ Compensation 

discussion.  

Windham Center Fire Department ~  

 Deputy Chief Mark Herrick presented the report noting (75) calls for the month of June (21) of them being mutual 

aid. There were (7) training sessions for the month. He also presented his report for the month of July noting 64 calls (17) 

mutual aid and (5) training classes.  See attached reports.  The final report presented was for the month of August noting 53 

calls (11) of them were mutual aid, there were 8 training sessions for the month.  * See attach reports.  

Bill Powers questioned the Risk Management Report had been received.  Deputy Chief Herrick advised that it had been 

received.  There were (3) three areas that were looked at; administration, operations and policies.   

Gene Chaine questioned if the fire departments saw any fluctuation between seasons with the different call types.  Herrick 

explained that each season has its own unique issues.  For example more chimney fires in the winter and more motorcycle 

accidents in the summer.  

An error for with the presented minutes noted that June 2014 minutes were presented instead of June 2015.  Motion made 

by Elaine Rogers to rescind approval of the minutes, seconded by Peter Bruscato.  Motion accepted unanimously.  

 

South Windham Fire Department ~  

 Chief Patrick Farley presented the report noting (77) calls for the month of June with (10) being mutual aid and 

(52) being automatic aid.  There were (7) training sessions for the month.  He also presented his report for July noting (66) 

calls for the month, (4) mutual aid and (45) auto aid. He also noted (5) training sessions for July. The final report presented 

was for the month of August noting (47) calls, (4) were mutual aid and (35) were auto aid. There were (6) training sessions.  

*See attached reports.   

Chief Farley also reminded everyone of the South Windham Fire Department Annual Chicken BBQ scheduled for 

September 26th from 12-2pm and 4-7pm.  Tickets are $12 for adults, senior / children’s tickets $10.  For tickets see members 

or they are available on Monday evenings and Thursday mornings.  Additionally email arrangements can be made at 

info@southwindhamfire.com.  

mailto:info@southwindhamfire.com
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North Windham Fire Department ~  

 Chief Jeff Wrana presented the monthly report noting (175) total calls for the months of June, July and August with 

(16) of them being mutual aid.  There were (11) training sessions noted for April. See attached report.  Chief Wrana stated 

the department had received the SCBA bottles.  

Bill Powers questioned the protocol for storm coverage and response such as trees and wires down.  His concern is over an 

incident were area had been left unattended with wires down at Jennings Lane and Rt 14.  The area was not clearly marked 

as being closed.  Discussion was held.  Mark Herrick explained that there has been less than optimal coverage since local 

offices had been closed.  President Rayhall will send a letter of concern to Eversource and request a written reply. 

Old ~  

 Discussion on the W.S.F.C.A. contract (Dispatch Center) contract moved to the October meeting.  

New ~   

 President Rayhall questioned the chief’s if they had sent the active membership list to the town hall by July 1, 2015.  

There was a brief discussion on the workers’ compensation issue.  The Town of Windham has decided to self-insure.  She 

has checked and the volunteers are currently covered.   The cost this year for workers comp is $12,000.00.  President Rayhall 

will be meeting with Michael Gergler from Wilcox and Reynolds Insurance with regards to self-insuring.  Dawn Niles 

advises insurance liability forms have been forwarded to the respective fire departments.   

 President Rayhall would like to have a committee look into updating the “Incentive Program” for the fire 

departments.  She would like to have members of the District Board and officers from the fire departments on the committee.  

Elaine Rogers (Vice President and Fire Department liaison) and Bill Powers offered to sit on the committee.  She suggested 

that the fire department appoint a line officer to sit on the committee and for them to send her an email with whoever will 

be representing the departments.  

 Joseph DeMarchi questioned the “Service Award”.  Mark Herrick explained the benefits given to the firefighters as 

follows:   

1. Tax abatement (which is legislation enacted) and district run.  Allows for $1,000.00 max benefit per 

year.  

2. LOSAP (recruitment and retention) payable at retirement age and depends on years of service with full 

term being 30 years of service.  

Brief discussion held.   

President Rayhall explained that Windham Town Hall had had internet upgrade issues.  It was discovered that some of the 

information usually provided such as minutes and agendas had been lost. But that the Town was working to rectify the 

issues. 

Joseph DeMarchi mentioned that with the upcoming budget season, he would like to see the budgets more uniformed as to 

their layouts.  A suggestion from the public was to put the line items in alphabetical order. Obviously strides had been made 

to have items labeled in like terms, having them in the same e order will expedite being able to compare and read them.  

President Rayhall stated that she checked and there does not need to be a 10 day notice for meetings / agendas.  Only a 24 

hour notice prior to a regular meeting is needed, however she will continue with the extended notice for the annual meeting. 

Windham Service District representatives Tony Fantoli and Michael Lessard were presented and gave an update on the 

Windham Middle School roof.  It will cost $2.8 million to replace the roof and $4plus million to replace the roof and add 

solar. A brief discussion was held. 
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Fantoli and Lessard also stated that Neil Beets and Mary DeMarco were looking into other options for the Senior Center.  

Tony Fanoli is strongly against using the Access Agency for the new center.  He believes the seniors should have a place 

with grass and areas more comfortable for them.  A brief discussion was held.  

Bill Powers questioned the Ethics Commission report and how it applies to the Board of Directors.  Currently the Unions 

on the Town side must follow the ethics policy and the Board of Education does not.  Usually elected, appointed and 

employees must follow the ethics policy, ordinance’s and state statute would supersede.  

 

Public Comment ~  

Gene Chaine questioned lowering the Service Award / doing a lower level.  

Stanley Maclure, Windham Center Fire Department, gave an update on the proposed new building.  He stated that 

preliminary drawings had been completed.  The department has been in contact with Representative Joe Courtney for 

possible funding through Rural Development.  President Rayhall stated that even the 40 year loan at $1.1 million with 

possible grants might still have to go through the District or referendum. She will make contact with Attorney Kepple to 

discuss it.   

Joseph DeMarchi questioned if there would be a problem with the Historical Society.  Mark Herrick stated that the 

department had already checked with them and the department will do everything to make sure that the building fits in. 

Because the building was built after 1958 it is not considered historical. 

Bill Powers stated it would be a good idea to have a special meeting if necessary.  Gene Chaine questioned who would own 

the building if the new one would be built. Brief discussion was held.  

Chief Wrana advised that North Windham held administrative elections and that John Wylie was now president and Diana 

Fiasconaro was treasurer.  

Motion made by Elaine Rogers to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Peter Bruscato.  Motion accepted and meeting adjourned 

at 2022 hours.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Helene E. Chapman 

Clerk, W.F.T.D. 


