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Economic Development Commission 
September 29, 2014 Special Meeting 

Windham Town Hall 
979 Main St., Willimantic, CT 

 

Call to Order: The Chairman called the special meeting to order at 7:40 PM. Those present were: Bill 
Hettinger- Chairman, Bob Horrocks, Victor Funderburk, and John McCommas.  Also in attendance: James 
Finger as staff.  

Citizens& delegations comments/questions – None 

Review/approval of Minutes The Commission reviewed the minutes of August 4, 2014, and  
Commissioner McCommas MOVED to approve the minutes.  Commissioner Funderburk SECONDED 
the motion, and all who were present voted to approve. 

New Business 

Art Place Grant – Commissioners discussed the Art Place Grant.  Commissioners discussed the need for 
an outline of what work would be done with the grant, and funding requirements.  Also, it is necessary to let 
the Town Council know that this is in the works.   

Old Business 

Arts and Eats – Commissioner Funderburk reported on the twice monthly meetings of the Arts &Eats 
District.  He reported that there is a need to establish a venue for musicians.   

Upcoming events: Saturday, October 18, 2014 there is a scheduled walk to Arts & Eats locations, 
restaurants and arts galleries in town; and a Variety Show coming up for the weekend. 

Commissioner Funderburk also reported on the need to get Arts & Eats events in the local press.  
Commissioners discussed ways to get information in the local paper. 

Airport Development - tree cutting easements – Mr. Finger reported on improvements needed at the 
airport to maintain viability and increase traffic.  He presented a map of work needed and commissioners 
discussed the issue.  The State Airport Authority will hold public hearings and seek easements from the 
town. 

Business Signage Program underway – Six applications for the business signage have been received, and 
the Traffic Commission must act.  Commissioners discussed how to get the signs produced and installed.  
Chairman Hettinger will again contact the Town Manager to get help to make this happen. 

Chairman’s Report 

Downtown Buildings - Chairman Hettinger updated commissioners on the following blighted buildings: 

• 699 Main St. (aka Hurley Building): Northeast Development owns the property, and they intend 
to develop approximately 20 apartments; 90% of financing is in place.  Parking issues for this 
property were discussed, but there is no land for parking on the site; so they'll have to use Town 
parking lots.   
 

• 760 Main St. (aka Pouya Building): The squatter in this building has been removed and a 
developer is interested.   Mrs. Pouya is the current owner of property and commission will attempt 
to contact her. 
 

• (Town Owned) Chapman Block:  Commissioners discussed this location, former site of Tin Tsin 
Restaurant that is currently being used as a parking lot.  Chairman Hettinger reported on the 



2 

 

condition of the overgrown vegetation overwhelming the sidewalk behind the property on Riverside 
Drive.   
 

• 1 Jillson Sq. (former Cinema building): Purchase is imminent and developer working on funding. 
 

• 87 Church St. (aka former Willimantic Lumber & Coal): Apparently the deal for the Baker fell 
through, and there is no other news. 
 

Chairman Hettinger advised the Commission of an upcoming Regional Economic Development 
Summit, scheduled for October 2, 2014, 1:00-5:00 at ECSU.  Registration is through the Chamber of 
Commerce website.  The agenda for this meeting was not available. 
 
In other news, Chairman Hettinger stated the CL&P building on Main Street is for sale.  Mr. Finger said that 
since Yankee Gas is still at that location, equipment stored on the site will not likely be removed. 
 
Mill #4 Site  EPA remediation is complete at the site but the site is still contaminated and there is no access 
to the site.  The property owner is Windham Development Corp., a bankrupt entity.   
 
Commissioners discussed Redevelopment Authorities.  Although Windham does not have a Redevelopment 
Authority, such an authority would be able to obtain grants to handle this problem.  Commissioner 
Funderburk requested that the idea of a Redevelopment Authority be thoroughly vetted and the idea was 
discussed further. 
 
Chairman Hettinger reported on an October 4,2014 “CLiCK” fundraiser to help establish a community 
kitchen.  A Wine Tasting & Art Auction was announced for the upcoming weekend at the Knights of 
Columbus building at 41 Club Road. 
 
The November meeting of this Commission was discussed, Chairman Hettinger will not be available.  
Commissioners agreed to meet on November 3, 2014 in interest of keeping the Arts Place Grant on track. 

Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 9:22 PM 

Respectfully submitted by Janet Laukaitis for James Finger, Planner/Business Liaison 


