
WINDHAM FIRST TAXING DISTRICT 
Monday September 9, 2013 
Monthly Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Call to Order: 
President Diane Rayhall called the monthly meeting of the Windham First Taxing District to 
order at 1905 hours. 
 
The following members were present: Diane Rayhall, Jan Mott, Elaine Rogers, Peter Bruscato, 
George Gillette, Joseph DeMarchi and AnnMarie White.  
 
 Presentation of Awards 
On June 17, 2013, there was a water rescue call for kayaks in distress. Proclamations and 
participation awards were given by State Representative, Susan Johnson and Town Council 
members Dawn Niles and Tony Fantoli to the North Windham Fire Department, South Windham 
Fire Department, Windham Center Fire Department, Lebanon Fire Department, Mansfield Fire 
Department, Willimantic Fire Department, and a Windham Hospital medic, and a dispatcher at 
the Willimantic/Windham Switchboard Association for their collaborative efforts.    
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Elaine Rogers made a motion to approve the minutes dated June 3, 2013; George Gillette 
seconded the motion, rest in favor. 
  
Treasurer’s Report: 
Jan Mott gave the treasurer’s report and read the following information: 
 
Account Balances: 
 Checking Account Balance:  $    7,095.90 
 Savings Account Balance:  $  89,341.30 
 Grant Match Reserve:   $  63,912.00 
 Grant Improvement Reserve:  $ 120,193.40 
    Total:  $ 280,542.60 
 
Bills to Pay: 
 H D Sugur    $    5,685.00 
 Windham Ctr FD   $  92,830.00 

North Windham FD   $  90,690.00 
South Windham FD   $  85,050.00 
Atty Keeple    $    1,500.00 
Town of Windham   $  42,564.66 
The Hartford    $       571.00 
WYO     $  14,000.00 
Guilford Smith Library  $  24,000.00 
Windham Free Library  $  24,720.00 
WSFCA    $  29,490.00 



Wilcox & Reynolds   $  31,831.00 
    Total:  $442,931.66     
 
Elaine Rogers moved to accept treasurer’s report and pay bills, seconded by Joe DeMarchi, all in 
favor. 
 
Guilford Smith Memorial Library  
Afron Seal gave the summer report. Many new families came to visit the library. Cancelled DVD 
service, not latest releases, so not used much.    
     
Windham Free Library  
Paul Siege gave the summer report. They had the largest amount of books taken out in that last 3 
month period. 520 children were in the Windham Center school reading program. They had good 
weather for the Jazz in the Garden fundraiser, and they believe they rose about the same amount 
as the year before. They’d like to look at a long range plan for installing a bathroom. Joe 
DeMarchi asked how much land the library had, and Paul stated not much to work with. 
Michelle McClure stated that back in the 80’s plans were brought to add the bathroom then, but 
it was voted down.   
     
Windham Youth Organization  
No report given.      
 
Elaine Rogers Update on 3 Windhams 
In July the fire departments did a tour of the Charter school and in August the departments did a 
tour of the Scotland Dam because of the kayak rescue call. 
 
South Windham Fire Department  
Jan Mott gave both July and August reports. 
 
Windham Center Fire Department  
Lloyd Niles read the July and August reports.  
 
North Windham Fire Department  
John Wylie read the July and August reports. He brought forth an issue regarding fire prevention 
for the schools. He was going to draw the line at 4th grade because of the cost with new school 
being added. Joe DeMarchi asked John if the insurance company would cover some of the cost. 
John was going to check. Peter Bruscato said in other towns the Fire Marshall’s budget pays for 
this expense. It was suggested by the Town Manager to get rid of this program. Town Council 
member, Tony Fantoli has suggested this money come from the Fire Marshall’s budget, but he 
was told it wouldn’t. Dawn Niles will bring this issue up at the next Public Safety meeting. Joe 
DeMarchi will check with the Elks to see if they can cover some of the cost. George Gillette 
made a motion to add separate line item in their budgets for fire prevention starting next April, 
Elaine Rogers seconded, all in favor. 
John told board he was looking for 6 imaging cameras. He has brochures on 8 companies. The 
cost comes down to the size, and how the fire fighters want to carry them. He will get three 
quotes for the Board to review.  



 
Diane also requested of the three departments an updated list of active members.  
 
Old Business 
Diane stated that she, Peter Bruscato and Jan Mott attended the last Charter Revision meeting. 
They were asked questions about the Windham First Taxing District, and they provided the 
policies to the Charter revision members. They made the members aware that the line can’t be 
move the Service District line in North Windham legally, the police issue is still on the table, but 
all the members seem to be going in different directions. 
 
New Business 
Diane noted that the retirement benefit for fire fighters is moving up to $300 going forward at no 
cost to the District. Joe DeMarchi asked if current retirees will stay at the $150 benefit, and she 
said ‘Yes’, that this new cost will only apply to new members. The Chiefs will keep records of 
active members and report them to Wilcox and Reynolds. Joe asked what happens if a fire 
fighter is disabled. Diane notes that a clause was added for this situation in the plan.      
 
 
Public Comment 
Bill Rood stated that when the police coverage issue was raised he talked to surrounding towns 
and people from the State, about changing the town’s borders. He was told in order to do this; it 
would take an act of legislature and a vote of the whole town. In the course of these discussions, 
education was brought up. Surrounding towns were discussing possible closing schools and with 
Windham building new schools, that it might be a good opportunity for our town to think about 
working with them. He thought it would be advantageous if our town officials would talk to 
other towns regarding this issue. 
 Lloyd Niles asked Town Council persons Tony Fantoli and Dawn Niles to address the comment 
made by the Town Manager regarding the fire prevention comment. He felt it was a needed 
program for our town.  
Town Council member Tony Fantoli stated that bids went out for the Natchaug roof, and that the 
Magnet School opened and everything is fine. The High School roof will cost about 4 million 
dollars.  
 
Adjournment 
Motion made by Elaine Rogers to adjourn at 2030 hrs, seconded by Peter Bruscato, all in favor. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
AnnMarie White 
Clerk    
   


