
Windham Energy Commission Notes 

November 27, 2012 

 

Members Present: Jean De Smet, Grace Adams.  Guests:  Kate Donnelly, Mike Altschul, Corey Krohn, 

Joanne Clark, State Rep. Susan Johnson  

 

• Quorum Issue.  If we get all 4 present members of the Energy Commission (Jean, Grace, 

Michelle, Chris) at the next meeting, we can revise the rules on quorum so that we can make 

more official decisions (Robert’s Rules) 

 

• Susan Johnson’s Presentation.  Susan discussed how the storm response legislation passed last 

session included a section on microgrids.  She said if the Town applied for microgrid status 

under this legislation, we could potentially establish an off-grid, fuel cell and solar driven 

microgrid in a section of downtown Willimantic that could serve as an emergency area in a mass 

outage situation.  She noted that Windham is on the “host list” of towns that serve coastal 

municipalities in the event of an emergency. 

• If Windham got microgrid status, this gives the hospital a much greater incentive to get fuel cells 

(hydrogen would be the fuel, and it could get this from the sewer treatment facility).  The 

hospital’s fuel cells, other area fuel cells, and solar arrays could power the off-grid emergency 

power area  

• (addressing a side question, Susan noted that the hospital is non-profit that receives its funding 

from private insurance re-imbursements and medicaid and medicare re-imbursements)  

• to get microgrid status, the Town needs to submit an application to the State; as a Commission, 

we’re empowered to write up the application, but we would need the approval of the Town; 

DEEP and Susan could help with the application, but we need to get a Resolution from the Town 

in order “to act on behalf of the town” (it shouldn’t be difficult) 

• Susan Johnson contacted Neil (the Town Manager) about this multiple times, but he has not 

responded 

 

• Discussion of CEFIA’s “Solarize Connecticut” Program.  Applications for being part of Phase 2 of 

CEFIA’s (Connecticut Energy Finance Authority) Solarize Connecticut program are due soon 

(December 14).  If a Town is accepted into the program, CEFIA arranges an enormous amount of 

paperwork for a town-wide solar installation program.  The Town chooses a single installer, and 

the more people who sign up the cheaper it gets.  We were rejected for the first round but 

strongly encouraged to apply for Phase 2 (Portland, Westport, Durham, and Westfield became 

the first 4 towns in the state to be part of the program) 

• if we re-applied, we would need to stress, in more detail, the local groups which would be 

committed to carrying out the program.  We are in a much better position this time around, as 

the Energy Commission technically has quorum, and because we can list the Green Committee 

at ECSU (a faculty committee that meets once per month).  They would also want us to target 

homeowners, not just public buildings, in our renewable campaigns 

• we discussed whether or not it was worthwhile for Windham to be part of this program, given 

that solar is still expensive (even with all the rebates) and we are a fairly poor town.  Would it be 

worth our time and effort to carry this out if awarded? 

• we decided to hold off on the application for now, as we have enough on our plate at the 

moment 

 



ACTION STEPS AND UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

• Talk to Neil (the Town Manager) about what he knows about the microgrid legislation (he’s 

been sent the material already) and find out where he stands.  From there, we make steps 

toward getting the resolution. 

•  Co-op Tabling for Neighbor to Neighbor.  This is 9am-4 pm on Saturday December 15
th

.  Kate is 

still trying to fill slots. 

• Upcoming Workshops.  The N2N workshop is this Thursday from 7:00-8:30pm in the Town Hall 

meeting room; the Ice Dam workshop is this Saturday in the Windham Volunteer Fire House; 

there will be another workshop on the ECSU campus on Jan 8 from 10am to 11:30am. 


