
The Board of Finance held a public hearing on September 7, 2011 in the auditorium of 
Windham Town Hall, 979 Main Street, Willimantic, CT 06226

Members Attending: Barbara McGrath, Charles Pennewill, Anita Sebestyen, Leo Santucci, 
Anna Crawford, Jeffrey Smith, and Nina Ricardez

Chairman, Barbara McGrath called the public hearing to order at 7:00 p.m.

Public Comment

Pat Calvo director of Windham Youth Services commented on reinstating funding for early 
childhood education.  It is a strong program in the community.  

John Fortunado commented on the Department of Education rating the early childhood education 
program as being excellent.  He asked the board to not cut the early childhood program.

Lucy Helpin commented on the early childhood program.  Children cannot recover from the 
effects poverty has on children.  Early intervention impacts kids right away.  

Dr. Dianne Taricone commented on her children being in the early childhood program. Parents 
will leave town to go where the childhood programs are.  We need to come together as a 
community.

Marcy Koklia of Oak Hill Dr commented on the school system.  Her son attends the early 
childhood program.  He needed speech therapy and did very well in the program.

Ann Ruinberg commented on the programs for early childhood.  It is cost effective to pay for 
early childhood programs.  The Board should not cut back on preschool programs.  National 
School Board Association has many programs.  

Theresa commented on her son starting in the early childhood program.  He made it because of 
the people in the program.  She also has a daughter that went through the program.

Angel, Theresa’s husband commented on financial hardship.  The Board needs to focus on the
foundation.  They need to start from the top and not at the bottom.

Kris Coning commented on challenging kids to improve test scores.  Support kids from the 
ground up and start when they are young.  Kids deserve everything they can get.  Imagine what 
they will do with more.

Henry Crane commented he pays taxes and the Board of Education hasn’t given back.  We need 
to educate kids.  17% of kids dropping out of school is not good.  He feels the Board of 
Education budget will pass at $300,000 reduction.



A taxpayer commented on not cutting the Board of Education budget any more.  Funding from 
the state has been reduced.  Thirty slots from preschool have been cut.  She asked the Board to 
support the schools and the kids.

Pat McMahon commented on the gains students have made on the CMT tests.  She enjoys 
teaching and the children.  She will support the Board of Education budget and continue moving 
forward.

Kathy DeJesus commented she had a child cut from the early childhood program due to the 
budget reduction.  She works and needs her child to be in the early childhood program.  What do
parents do now?   Other daycares are full and she has nowhere else to look.

Peter Quercia commented on residents rights.  He is appalled at how the kids act.  The town has 
wasted money on referendums.  He is tired of hearing it is for the children.  It is hard to find a 
job today.  40% of his income goes towards taxes. 

Tom Druery commented on the hours teachers put in.  Teachers are not paid well in Windham 
when compared to other communities.  Teachers are leaving the district because of the salaries.  
He supports the Board of Education budget.

James Flores commented on the school staff voting.  It will be difficult to pass the budget when 
the school staff cannot vote.  The budget will not pass without support.  We can do better and 
need to get involved.  He urged people to be part of the solution and get involved.

Johana Gloss commented on birth to three services.  Research has shown that 54% of children 
who were enrolled in birth to three and preschool programs did not need special education 
services.  If we have data showing that a program is working it should not be cut.  Support the 
programs that are working.

Lori Jeffers commented on the special master reducing programs.  Next year there will be a 
shortfall because of funding being cut.  There could be other cuts as well.  We need to find a way 
to solve the problem.  She asked for the administrators to give back their raises to reinstate early 
childhood programs.

Mercedes Quintana commented the early childhood and preschool programs are needed.  Her 
kids had exceeded expectations when they entered kindergarten.  Preschool is good for children.  
Kids are the future, it doesn’t matter where they come from.

Susan Nowak commented on preschool program being cut back.  She asked the Board to visit the 
program and see what is going on.     

Don Muirhead commented on the school readiness program.  The State is taking a more active 
role.  Many children are eligible for ECS reimbursement.  He will support the Board of 
Education budget.  We need to send a message to the special master that the preschool program 
is important.



Doug Lary commented on setting a total budget figure.  Not enough people come out to vote.  If 
you have an opinion come out and vote.  Voters need a way to communicate so he would like the 
questions on the ballot again.  Set a budget and let the Board of Education decide how to spend 
it.

Teri Santucci reminded the public that the Board of Finance does not control how Board of 
Education funds are allocated.  She also commented on the $300,000 reduction to the Board of 
Education budget.  It is a reduction to the increase the Board of Education originally requested.  
Teachers did not get a raise this year but per union contracts they will get a raise next year.  The 
Board of Education will have a million dollar reduction in funding next year.  How can we afford 
this budget?

Diane Rayhall acting chair for the Board of Education complemented the teachers on the job 
they do. She also thanked the people who come out to vote.  

Dennis O’Brien commented he was disappointed with an editorial regarding Dr Adamowski.  He 
is wrong about reducing preschool programs.  Preschool is not a luxury it is a necessity.  Poverty 
has an impact on kids succeeding in school.  

Karen Delmastro commented on the preschool program.  We need to get to the kids early and to 
close the gap.  She wants the children in Windham to succeed.

Barbara McGrath adjourned the meeting at 8:05 p.m.


