
TOWN OF WINDHAM  
TOWN COUNCIL 

 
WINDHAM TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM 

 
FEBRUARY 2, 2010 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
1. Call to Order  

Mayor Eldridge called the Town of Windham Town Council meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 
 

Town Council members present:  Mayor Ernest S. Eldridge, Christel Donahue, Kevin 
Donohue, Jerry Iazzetta, Mike Lessard, Lorraine McDevitt, Arnaldo Rivera, Teresa Santucci, 
N. Joseph Underwood 
Town Council members absent:  Erika Haynes, David Howe Sr. 
Staff Present: Neal J. Beets, Town Manager 

  
Mayor Eldridge asked for a moment of silence in memory of Michael P. Haynes, husband of 
Council member Erika Haynes. 

 
2. Citizens and Delegations 

Peter Quercia, Willimantic, stated that he feels the painting of the street signs is an issue of 
bureaucracy, and would just like a letter to say it is okay for him to continue. 
Lynne DuVall, encouraged participation in the upcoming Chocolate Festival and the 
crowning of Cupid on February 12th at Windham Town Hall.  
Harry Carboni, Willimantic, mentioned that there is still lights out in downtown.  He would 
like Rep. Susan Johnson to work with D.O.T. to help re-route traffic off of Main Street.  
Carboni feels that the off-track betting will bring additional revenue, jobs and business to 
Windham.  He also wanted the Town to make public the decision from the Executive 
Session, and feels that the White Water Park is going to cost us money and it is time to cut 
the ties.   
Doug Lary, Willimantic, discussed his experience with the Town Attorney when on the 
Ethic’s Committee. 
Alan Giordano, agreed with Carboni regarding the off-track betting.  He feels it is too early 
to pull the plug on the White Water Partnership Park. He feels that all involved with the USB 
should be held accountable. 
Ciro Vincent Vitolo, Willimantic, complained about the noise from the Thirsty Frog and 
submitted a letter from himself and his doctor.   
Peter Moranis, Willimantic, asked for assistance with controlling the persistent noise from 
the Thirsty Frog, noting that it continues to be a problem.  He is concerned with adding an 
off-track betting parlor when the noise is not controlled now. 
Kevin Hoxie, Willimantic, expressed concern for the noise, garbage and more parties from 
college students.  He stated that last weekend the state police, Willimantic Police Department 
and ECSU Police Department were called into to assist at the Thirsty Frog, noting we don’t 
have enough coverage to handle all the college kids and bars we have now. 
Lori Jeffers, Willimantic, noted that Resolution 2275 led to the referendum for the Magnet 
School.  She would like a response to what we do when the $2 million share runs over, 
asking where do we get the additional money?  She requested that any additional money 
needed for cost over-runs be voted on.  
Charlie Kratt, feels the income from the off-track betting can really be used.  He also 



supports Cesar Castro’s appointment.   
 

3. Adoption of Minutes  
a. Discussion and possible action to adopt the January 13, 2010 special Town Council goal-

setting meeting minutes 
Iazzetta MOVED, McDevitt seconded, to adopt the  January 13, 2010 special Town 
Council goal-setting meeting minutes as written.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

b. Discussion and possible action to adopt the January 19, 2010 Town Council regular 
meeting minutes 
Iazzetta MOVED, Underwood seconded, to adopt the January 19, 2010 Town Council 
regular meeting minutes as corrected.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 

4. Resignations  
None.  

 
5. Appointments 

a. Discussion and possible action to appoint Attorney Richard S. Cody as the Town of 
Windham Town Attorney 
After extensive discussion and clarification from Iazzetta that the Council is not re-
appointing him because it is too late to find someone else but because he is the best 
person for the job, Iazzetta MOVED, Rivera seconded to appoint Attorney Richard S. 
Cody as the Town of Windham Town Attorney.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

b. Discussion and possible action to appoint Kay P. Haskell to the Economic Development 
Commission as an alternate with term ending December 15, 2014  
Iazzetta MOVED, McDevitt seconded, to appoint Kay P. Haskell to the Economic 
Development Commission as an alternate with term ending December 15, 2014.  
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.   

c. Discussion and possible action to appoint Gene E. Bowen to the Ad-Hoc Skateboard Park 
Building Committee with term ending May 1, 2010 
Underwood, Santucci seconded, to appoint Gene E. Bowen to the Ad-Hoc Skateboard 
Park Building Committee with term ending May 1, 2010.  MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY.  (Motion passed pending verification of the ending date)   

d. Discussion and possible action to appoint Juan Montalvo to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission as a full member with term ending December 28, 2013 
Iazzetta MOVED, Underwood seconded to appoint Juan Montalvo to the Planning and 
Zoning Commission as an alternate member with term ending December 28, 2013.  
MOTION FAILED with Iazzetta, Underwood, Lessard and Rivera in favor and Donahue, 
Santucci, Donohue, McDevitt, Eldridge opposed.  
McDevitt MOVED, Santucci seconded, to appoint Juan Montalvo to the Planning and 
Zoning Commission as a full member with term ending December 28, 2013.  MOTION 
PASSED with all in favor except Iazzetta and Underwood who were opposed.   
 

6. Presentations and Special Reports 
None.  
 

7. Mayor's Report 
Mayor Eldridge reported on the following noteworthy items: Frog Bridge Apartments ribbon 
cutting; Downtown help from Dr. Nunez; 75th anniversary of the French Club; Attended a 
Game Dinner with the Governor at the Fin Fur and Feather Club in Chaplin; Upcoming King 
of Hearts Ball. 
 
  



8. Town Manager's Report  
Town Manager Neal Beets reported on the following noteworthy items: Arts Collaborative 
having financial difficulty and discussed on an emergency basis to allow them a desk, phone 
and computer at Town Hall until they find a permanent space, noting it is a non-profit 
organization that serves this community; CL&P session with Town Engineer and Beets, 
message was lowest cost energy is energy efficiency.  Iazzetta questioned Beets if CL&P has 
gotten back to the Town about removing sneakers from the power lines.  Beets noted they 
will come out on one day and remove all of them.   

 
9. Discussion and Review of Communications 

None. 
 
10. Resolutions and Ordinances 

a. Discussion and possible action to adopt a resolution authorizing Town Manager Neal J. Beets 
to sign all refunds generated by the Revenue Collection Department per CGS 12-129 
 
Iazzetta MOVED, to adopt resolution # 2476 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council THAT 

 
Gives authority to the Town Manager to approve and sign all refunds generated by the 
Revenue Collection Department as per CGS 12-129. 

 
Once the taxpayer, the Collector of Revenue and the Town Manager has approved such 
refund a purchase order will be generated from the Collector of Revenues Office and the 
Finance Department will issue the refund check. 

 
 Underwood seconded the motion.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 

11. Reports of Committees, Boards and Commissions 
a. Administration & Finance, Health and Human Services Sub Committee  
 Donohue noted that the meeting is tomorrow and they plan to review and identify key 
 goals from the objectives meeting.   
b. Public Safety, Recreation and Public Works Sub Committee 

Iazzetta noted that they met on 1/27/10 and discussed many items under tonight’s agenda 
for New Business.  He said they spoke about the Hop River Bike Path, White Water 
Partnership and noted they need to come up with $50,000.  He asked the Town Manger to 
invite the White Water Partnership to the next meeting to discuss when grants will be 
requested and what fundraisers they plan to do to come up with the $50,000.   

c. Inter-District Magnet School Committee  
i. Hear from the architect about preliminary design 

Ron Quicquro, Perkins-Will, discussed the site plan and topography depicting 3 different 
layouts on the property.   

ii. Hear from the traffic engineer about the traffic study 
Will Walter, P.E., BSC Group, discussed the traffic study and discussed the traffic 
volume for today and the projected volume at future build-out.   

iii. Hear from Superintendent Fuller about the projected financial operating plan 
Superintendent Doreen Fuller discussed the financial operating plan and how the volume 
of students and teachers will change with the opening of the magnet school.  

 
12. Old Business 



a. Discussion and possible action to consider a proposed settlement in the United Bank of 
Scotland litigation 
Iazzetta MOVED, McDevitt seconded to postpone action on a proposed settlement in the 
United Bank of Scotland litigation.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 

 
 

 
13. New Business  

Rivera MOVED, Donohue seconded, to approve items a, b, c, d, and f.  MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOULSY. 
a. Discussion and possible action approving a recommendation from the Public Safety, 

Recreation and Public Works Committee to issue a Request for Qualifications and 
Proposals to collect municipal solid waste and recyclables. 
See motion above.   

b. Discussion and possible action approving a recommendation from the Public Safety, 
Recreation and Public Works Committee to use federal stimulus funds to pave High, 
Jackson, and Valley Streets.  
See motion above.   

c. Discussion and possible action approving a recommendation from the Public Safety, 
Recreation and Public Works Committee to use federal stimulus funds on various energy 
efficiency projects.  
See motion above.   

d. Discussion and possible action approving a recommendation from the Public Safety, 
Recreation and Public Works Committee to bond for certain road improvements.  
See motion above.   

e. Discussion and possible action approving a recommendation from the Public Safety, 
Recreation and Public Works Committee to use federal earmark funds to proceed with 
preliminary design of a downtown parking garage.  
The Town Engineer explained that if approved, it will then go for approval from the 
Finance Board and then will come back to the Town Council to set a date for a Town 
Meeting.  Iazzetta MOVED, Rivera seconded, to approve the recommendation from the 
Public Safety, Recreation and Public Works Committee to use federal earmark funds to 
proceed with preliminary design of a downtown parking garage. MOTION PASSED with 
all in favor except Santucci who abstained.   

f. Discussion and possible action to award the Windham Textile and History Museum 
Sprinkler Renovation Project to Hartford Sprinkler Co. Inc. in the amount of $17,900.00. 
See motion above.   
 

14. Future Agenda Items 
Noted.  

  
15. Citizens and Delegations 

Lori Jeffers, Willimantic, feels the handout from the Magnet school does not have enough 
money allocated for books and emphasized that not having a re-vote fails the kids of 
Willimantic and Windham. 
Charles Kratt, feels the Town should re-evaluate the garbage bid, noting the cans are too bid 
and wonders if single stream recycling is the best option. 
Ciro Vincent Vitolo, Willimantic, urged the Town to do something about the Thirsty Frog, 
noting that he would like peace and quiet back.   
Paula Haney, Co-Chair of Magnet School, noted for clarification, that the costs listed are on-
going costs, and that money from the grant goes to stock the library.  The money listed on the 



sheet distributed is to keep up the school.   
 

16. Adjournment 
Iazzetta MOVED, Donohue seconded, to adjourn the Town of Windham Town Council at 
9:30 p.m.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
 
 
 
Submitted By: 
 
 
 
 
Jessie L. Shea 
Clerk of the Town Council 
 


