
 1

WINDHAM TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
WINDHAM TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM 
 
Tuesday, June 21, 2011 - 7:00 P.M. 
 

 
1. Call to Order 

Mayor Ernest S. Eldridge called the Town Council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Town Council members present:  Mayor Ernest S. Eldridge, N. Joseph Underwood, 
Kevin Donohue, Teresa Santucci, Mike Lessard, Arnaldo Rivera, Erika Haynes, Lorraine 
McDevitt, Christel Donahue and Charles Krich. 
 
Town Council members excused:  Jerry Iazzetta 

 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 

Mayor Eldridge led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. Citizens and Delegations – Public Comment  

Anita, Windham resident and Board of Finance member, stated she was asked by the 
Mayor to serve on the Tri-Board and she was more than glad to.  She was a teacher for 20  
years, member of the schools textbook committee and is also the Finance Officer for their  
business in Windham.  
 
Andy Carey informed the Town Council that most of them knew him and that he has  
been involved actively in Windham politics longer than everyone in the room.  Mr. Carey  
stated that Ernie approached him to serve on the Tri-Board but it was tough to say no to  
him.  He was a former State Representative and Chairman of the Board of Finance. 
 
Mr. Niles asked the Town Council to consider purchasing a new ambulance.  He stated  
that the Town can’t put off having ambulance issues all the time.   
 
Don Muirhead, Willimantic resident and personnel director informed the Town Council  
that the AFSCME union approved the tentative agreement about an hour ago and he  
would like to have the Council add it to the agenda tonight. 
 
Shirley Mustard, Walnut Street, spoke about an experience she had a few days ago while  
she was reading the paper.  She mentioned that it was so quiet in the neighborhood it was  
amazing.  Mrs. Mustard also mentioned that she read in the paper that the Willimantic  
Police started to enforce the ordinance and she requested that the Town Council make  
sure it continues to get enforced.  
 
Peter Quercia, 300 Walnut Street, informed the Town Council that today is the first day  
of summer and is his 10 year anniversary here in Connecticut. He spoke about his  
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concerns with Mr. Merlino, Windham High School Principal.  Mr. Quercia also spoke  
about the tickets he received from the Animal Control Officer and his arrest. 
 
Lori Jeffers, Willimantic, spoke regarding the Tri-Board and expressed her concerns on  
the appointment of Mr. Underwood.  She was concerned because she believes Mr.  
Underwood owes back taxes.  Ms. Jeffers also spoke regarding the former Tri-Board  
membership that didn’t include any citizens and felt that the process should have been  
open to other citizens of the Town. 
 
Bernie Dauteuil, 168 Walnut Street, apologized for any who felt threatened by his  
comments at the last Board of Education meeting.  He stated that he didn’t want to make  
the statement but after sitting in the meeting and watching the ignorance of the members  
he had to comment.  Mr. Dauteuil stated that if you were Puerto Rican you would make it  
to the Police Academy.   
 
Teresa Santucci took leave of the chair to speak under citizens and delegations.   
 
Teri read an article that appeared in the paper June 20th regarding the noise ordinance  
and read Town Manager Neal Beets quote which said that the police will be enforcing the  
ordinance. 

 
MOTION:  McDevitt MOVED, Haynes seconded, to amend the agenda and add under item # 8 
Mayor’s Report a. Discussion and possible action for the Town Council to go into executive 
session with the Town Manager and Personnel Director for purposes of reviewing records, 
reports and statements of strategy or negotiations with respect to collective bargaining.  This 
action is taken without prejudice and the Council's right to discuss in private, strategy and/or 
negotiations with respect to collective bargaining pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §1-
200(2).  MOTION PASSED with all in favor except Krich and Santucci who opposed. 
 
MOTION:  McDevitt MOVED, Haynes seconded, to amend the agenda and add under item # 8 
Mayors Report b.  Discussion and possible action for the Town Council to approve or reject the 
funds necessary to implement the written agreement and the terms of the written agreement 
between the Town of Windham -and- Local 1303-116, Council #4, AFSCME, AFL-CIO (Town 
Hall Employees) which shall remain in effect until June 30, 2012.  MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
4. Adoption of Minutes  

a. Discussion and possible action to adopt the May 17, 2011 Town Council 
regular meeting minutes. 

 Underwood MOVED, Donohue seconded, to adopt the May 17, 2011 Town 
Council regular meeting minutes with the following corrections:  Add Rivera as 
one of the members present.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
b. Discussion and possible action to adopt the June 7, 2011 Town Council 

special meeting minutes. 
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 Underwood MOVED, Rivera seconded, to adopt the June 7, 2011 Town Council 
special meeting minutes with the following corrections:  Item 4a Haynes voted 
no.  MOTION PASSED with all in favor except Lessard and McDevitt who 
abstained. 

 
5. Resignations  
 Resignations noted. 
   
6. Appointments 

Charter Cable Advisory Community Council 
a. Discussion and possible action to re-appoint Olga Kurnyk-Eziz to the 

Charter Cable Advisory Community Council as a member at large with a 
term ending June 21, 2013.   
Underwood MOVED, Santucci seconded, to re-appoint Olga Kurnyk-Eziz to the 
Charter Cable Advisory Community Council as a member at large with a term 
ending June 21, 2013.  MOTION PASSED with all in favor except Haynes who 
opposed. 

 
b. Discussion and possible action to re-appoint Roger Morin to the Charter 

Cable Advisory Community Council as a member at large with a term 
ending June 21, 2013.   
Santucci MOVED, Donohue seconded, to re-appoint Roger Morin to the Charter 
Cable Advisory Community Council as a member at large with a term ending 
June 21, 2013.  MOTION PASSED with all in favor except Haynes who opposed. 

 
c. Discussion and possible action to appoint Nancy Rivera to the Charter Cable 

Advisory Community Council with a term ending June 21, 2013.   
Haynes MOVED, Underwood seconded, to appoint Nancy Rivera to the Charter 
Cable Advisory Community Council with a term ending June 21, 2013.  
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
Water Commission 

d. Discussion and possible action to re-appoint Elizabeth Huebner to the Water 
Commission with term ending July 1, 2017.   
Haynes MOVED, Rivera seconded, to re-appoint Elizabeth Huebner to the Water 
Commission with term ending July 1, 2017.  MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

e. Discussion and possible action to re-appoint Edward Pelletier to the Water 
Commission with term ending July 1, 2017.   
Underwood MOVED, Haynes seconded, to re-appoint Edward Pelletier to the 
Water Commission with term ending July 1, 2017.  MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
HeartSafe Committee 
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f. Discussion and possible action to appoint Marilyn Rohan to the HeartSafe 
Committee.  
Haynes MOVED, Underwood seconded, to appoint Marilyn Rohan to the 
HeartSafe Committee.  MOTION PASSED with all in favor except McDevitt who 
opposed. 

 
Tri-Board 

g. Discussion and possible action to appoint Councilmember Joe Underwood to 
the Tri-Board.  Rivera MOVED, Haynes seconded, to appoint Councilmember 
Joe Underwood to the Tri-Board.  MOTION PASSED with all in favor except 
Underwood who abstained. 

 
h. Discussion and possible action to appoint Councilmember Lorraine McDevitt 

to the Tri-Board.  Donohue MOVED, Haynes seconded, to appoint 
Councilmember Lorraine McDevitt to the Tri-Board. MOTION PASSED with all 
in favor except McDevitt who abstained. 

  
 
i. Discussion and possible action to appoint BOE Member Tracy Lambert to 

the Tri-Board.  Haynes MOVED, Rivera seconded, to appoint BOE Member 
Tracy Lambert to the Tri-Board.  MOTION PASSED with all in favor except 
Lessard who abstained. 

 
j. Discussion and possible action to appoint BOE Member Diane Rayhall to the 

Tri-Board.  Santucci MOVED, Haynes seconded to appoint BOE Member Diane 
Rayhall to the Tri-Board.  MOTION FAILED with all in favor except Santucci, 
Donahue, Krich, Donohue, Underwood, Rivera and Haynes who opposed and 
McDevitt and Lessard abstained.  

 
k. Discussion and possible action to appoint BOF Chair Barbara McGrath to 

the Tri-Board.  Rivera MOVED, Donohue seconded, to appoint BOF Chair 
Barbara McGrath to the Tri-Board.  MOTION PASSED with all in favor except 
McDevitt who abstained. 

 
l. Discussion and possible action to appoint BOF Member Anita Sebestyen to 

the Tri-Board.  Santucci MOVED, Donohue seconded, to appoint BOF Member 
Anita Sebestyen to the Tri-Board.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
m. Discussion and possible action to appoint Andy Carey as Chair of the Tri-

Board.  McDevitt MOVED, Haynes seconded to appoint Andy Carey as Chair of 
the Tri-Board subject to the amendment of the Tri-Board resolution.  MOTION 
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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MOTION:  Haynes MOVED, Rivera seconded to amend the agenda and add under item # 11 
Resolutions and Ordinance d.  Discussion and possible action to amend the Tri-Board resolution.  
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Liaisons to Special Master 
n.   Discussion and possible action to appoint Councilmember Kevin Donahue as 

a Town Council Liaison to the state Department of Education and its Special 
Master.   
Rivera MOVED, Underwood seconded, to appoint Councilmember Kevin 
Donahue as a Town Council Liaison to the state Department of Education and its 
Special Master.  MOTION PASSED with all in favor except Donohue and 
Lessard who abstained. 

 
o. Discussion and possible action to appoint Councilmember Erika Haynes as a 

Town Council Liaison to the state Department of Education and its Special 
Master.   
Rivera MOVED, McDevitt seconded, to appoint Councilmember Erika Haynes as 
a Town Council Liaison to the state Department of Education and its Special 
Master.  MOTION PASSED with all in favor except Haynes and Lessard who 
abstained. 

 
p. Discussion and possible action to appoint Mayor Ernie Eldridge as a Town 

Council Liaison to the state Department of Education and its Special Master.  
Underwood MOVED, Donohue seconded to appoint Mayor Ernie Eldridge as a 
Town Council Liaison to the state Department of Education and its Special 
Master.  MOTION PASSED with all in favor except Eldridge and Lessard who 
abstained. 

 
7. Presentations & Special Reports 

a. Magnet School update by Tom DeVivo. 
 Thomas DeVivo, Chairman of the Magnet School gave a power point presentation 

on the status of Magnet School project. The presentation was about site cleaning 
and grubbing, excavation, building construction, playground equipment etc.  He 
also went over the bidding process. 

   
b. SIFT Final Report presentation by Erika Haynes. 
 Erika Haynes, Chairman of the SIFT Committee gave the final report on the 

findings and recommendations from the committee to the Town Council.  Council 
member Haynes thanked everyone for the hard work and for faithfully attending 
several meetings.  She mentioned that the committee spoke to many experts 
across the country regarding education.  The Town education system will 
continue to struggle if we continue to fund education the way we are, Haynes 
said.  Council member Haynes gave a lengthy report and read and explained the 
recommendations from the committee.  The report is available at the Town 
Clerk’s Office and the Town of Windham website. 
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8. Mayor's Report 
a. Discussion and possible action for the Town Council to go into executive 

session with the Town Manager and Personnel Director for purposes of 
reviewing records, reports and statements of strategy or negotiations with 
respect to collective bargaining.  This action is taken without prejudice and 
the Council's right to discuss in private, strategy and/or negotiations with 
respect to collective bargaining pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §1-
200(2).   

 Haynes MOVED, Donohue seconded, to go into executive session at 8:30 p.m. 
with the Town Manager and Personnel Director for purposes of reviewing 
records, reports and statements of strategy or negotiations with respect to 
collective bargaining.  This action is taken without prejudice and the Council's 
right to discuss in private, strategy and/or negotiations with respect to collective 
bargaining pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §1-200(2).  MOTION 
PASSED with all in favor except Donahue who opposed and Krich abstained. 

 
 McDevitt MOVED, Underwood seconded, to adjourn the executive session at 8:45 p.m.  

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. (Rivera and Donohue were not present when the 
motion took place.) 

 
b. Discussion and possible action for the Town Council to approve or reject the 

funds necessary to implement the written agreement and the terms of the 
written agreement between the Town of Windham -and- Local 1303-116, 
Council #4, AFSCME, AFL-CIO (Town Hall Employees) which shall remain 
in effect until June 30, 2012.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
Haynes MOVED, Underwood seconded to approve the funds necessary to 
implement the written agreement and terms of the written agreement between the 
Town of Windham and Local 1303-116, Council # 4, AFSCME, ADL-CIO.  
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
9. Town Manager's Report 
 a.   Requests for proposals for insurance, legal service. 

Town Manager Neal J. Beets informed the Town Council that this fall he is 
looking into mayor initiatives for the Town insurance and legal services.  He 
mentioned that he would be working on a RFP for legal services (labor attorney, 
bond counsel, legal attorney and Board of Education counsel).  He gave a brief 
update on the Town insurance carriers.  Mr. Beets also gave an update on the 
Summit Street sidewalk project.  He passed out the letter he received from a 
property owner who owns the old fire house on Summit Street requesting that his 
sidewalk not be replaced. The Town of Windham responded to his letter and 
explained why we need to replace the sidewalk. 

  
10. Discussion and Review of Communications 
 None. 
 
11. Resolutions and Ordinances 
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a. Discussion and possible action to adopt a resolution for the Neighborhood 
Assistance Act for FY 2011. 

 McDevitt MOVED, Haynes seconded, to adopt resolution # 2539.  
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council THAT 
 

AGENCIES SUBMITTING TO 
THE TOWN OF WINDHAM 

FOR THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSISTANCE ACT 

FISCAL YEAR 2010-2011 
 
                 NAA FUNDING       PROGRAM  
 AGENCY NAME PROGRAM TITLE             REQUESTED        DURATION 

 
ACCESS Agency, Inc. Family Asset Development            $20,000          7/1/10 – 6/30/11 

 
Community Economic Small Business Counseling &        $ 150,000                     7/1/10 – 6/30/11 
Development Fund  Training Institute; 
Foundation, Inc.   Community Development       

      
United Services, Inc. Domestic Violence,              $40,000                        10/1/10 – 9/30/11 

  Education,  
Community Outreach 

 
Windham Area  Sealing Elevator Shaft              $ 3,500         7/1/10 – 6/30/11 
Interfaith Ministry  

 
Windham Hospital Building improvements &              $ 100,000         1/1/10 – 12/31/10 
Foundation, Inc.  Technology upgrades    

 
  
 MOTION PASSED with all in favor except Santucci who opposed. 

  
b. Discussion and possible action to set a public hearing on July 19, 2011 at 6:15 

p.m. for proposed amendments to the sidewalk ordinance, as recommended 
by the Town Council Subcommittee on Public Works, Public Safety, and 
Recreation. 

 Underwood MOVED, Rivera seconded, to set a public hearing on July 19, 2011 at 
6:15 p.m. for proposed amendments to the sidewalk ordinance, as recommended 
by the Town Council Subcommittee on Public Works, Public Safety and 
Recreation.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
c. Discussion and possible action to set a public hearing on July 19, 2011 at 6:15 

p.m., for proposed solid waste ordinance, as recommended by the Town 
Council Subcommittee on Public Works, Public Safety, and Recreation.  

 Underwood MOVED, Rivera seconded, to set a public hearing on July 19, 2011 at 
6:15 p.m., for proposed solid waste ordinance, as recommended by the Town 
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Council Subcommittee on Public Works, Public Safety, and Recreation.  
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
d.   Discussion and possible action to amend the Tri-Board resolution. 
 Haynes MOVED, McDevitt seconded, to amend Resolution 2536 to state "The 

tri-board will be comprised of two members of town council, board of education 
and board of finance, and one member of the community, all to be brought 
forward by the mayor and appointed by the Town Council." (This language is 
replacing the first sentence on #2 of resolution # 2536.)  MOTION PASSED with 
all in favor except Donahue who abstained. 
 

12. Reports of Committees, Boards and Commissions 
a. Administration & Finance, Health and Human Services Subcommittee.  

Chairman Donohue informed the Town Council that they are looking at the 
process for a new Town Charter Revision Commission and they approved the 
naming of the Town Hall Auditorium which is item 14a of the agenda tonight. 
 

b. Public Safety, Recreation and Public Works Subcommittee.  
  No report. 
 
13. Old Business 
 a. Discussion and possible action to award the purchase of a new ambulance 

and appurtenances for a total price of $190,000.00 pending Board of Finance 
approval for funding. 

  Santucci MOVED, Underwood seconded, to award the purchase of a new 
ambulance and appurtenances for a total price of $170,000.00 pending Board of 
Finance approval for funding.  MOTION FAILED with all in favor except Krich, 
Rivera, Donohue, Eldridge and Santucci.  

 
b. Discussion and possible action to adjust the Capital Improvement Plan for 

the skateboard park from $120,000.00 to $150,000.00. 
 Rivera MOVED, Underwood seconded, to adjust the Capital Improvement Plan 

for the skateboard park from $120,000.00 to $150,000.00.  MOTION PASSED 
with all in favor except Haynes, Santucci and McDevitt who opposed. 

 
14. New Business 

a. Discussion and possible action to approve the naming of  the Town Hall 
Auditorium as the “Bruce Bellingham Auditorium,” as recommended by the 
Town Council Subcommittee on Administration, Finance, Health, and 
Human Services.  (NOTE: The Town Council’s Facility Naming Ordinance 
requires a 2/3's affirmative vote of those Councilmember’s present and 
voting on this item.) 

 Donohue MOVED, Haynes seconded to name the Town Hall Auditorium as the 
“Bruce Bellingham Auditorium” as recommend by the Town Council 
Subcommittee on Administration, Finance, Health and Human Services.  
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MOTION PASSED with all in favor except Rivera and Underwood who opposed 
and Eldridge abstained. 

 
b. Discussion and possible action to award the HVAC Maintenance Agreement 

for four Town buildings to Guarantee Mechanical for a three year period in 
the amount of $38,023.00. 

 Rivera MOVED, McDevitt seconded, to award the HVAC Maintenance 
Agreement for four Town buildings to Guarantee Mechanical for a three year 
period in the amount of $38,023.00.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
c. Discussion and possible action to award the paving of Summit, Serwan, 

Cross and Clifford streets to American Industries in the amount of 
$268,000.00. 

 McDevitt MOVED, Underwood seconded, to award the paving of Summit, 
Serwan, Cross and Clifford streets to American Industries in the amount of 
$268,000.00.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
15. Future Agenda Items 

a. Approach in developing a strategy for funding and delivering services on 
ambulance. 

b. Update on concerns raised by Mr. Underwood regarding paving of streets where 
Yankee Gas is performing work.   

  
16. Citizens and Delegations – Public Comment 

Chief Niles, Windham Center Fire Department, spoke regarding the ambulance that was 
purchased back in 2007 how it came out of the Fire Department.  Mr. Niles was upset at 
the Town Manager’s response in regards to the ambulance purchase because it’s no 
different than purchasing a new public works truck.  He stated that he will come back in 
front of the Town Council with more people. 
 
Mark Scrivener, speaking as a resident, stated that the Town ambulance services 
generates 1 million dollars in revenue each year, which funds two thirds of the 
ambulance.  He mentioned that the Town has driven more expenses to the ambulance in 
which he was opposed and that we are bringing more than 1 million based on an arbitrary 
number. 
 
Bernie stated that the United States President visited Puerto Rico for 1 million votes.  He 
mentioned that Puerto Rico is a commonwealth of the United States.  Bernie said he was 
tired of supporting the Puerto Ricans, etc. 
 
Joe Marsalisi spoke in support of a new ambulance. 
 
Ron Lemire stated he was dismayed at what just happened at the meeting especially when 
the issue of a new ambulance has been discussed for the past year.  He mentioned that 
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maintenance and new regulations will be in place and the Town needs to comply.  Mr. 
Lemire also spoke regarding the mileage on the ambulances. 
 
Lori Jeffers, Willimantic, spoke regarding the new ambulance and why the department 
wanted to keep the old ambulance.  Ms. Jeffers spoke regarding the mill rate that was set 
and how the resolution that was adopted allows the Board of Education to spend 10 
million dollars. 
 

17. Adjournment 
McDevittt MOVED, Underwood seconded, to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 p.m.  
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
Submitted by: 
 
Neida I. Rosado 
Clerk of the Town Council 


