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WINDHAM TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

WINDHAM TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM 

 

Tuesday, January 17, 2012 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 
1. Call to Order 

Mayor Eldridge called the Town of Windham Council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 

 

Town Council members present: Mayor Ernest S. Eldridge, Tony Fantoli, Tom DeVivo, Lorraine 

McDevitt, N. Joseph Underwood, Kevin Donohue, Arnaldo Rivera, Mark Doyle, Christel 

Donahue and Jerry Iazzetta 

 Charles Krich arrived at 7:15 P.M. 

 

Town Manager Neal Beets was also in attendance. 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 Mayor Eldridge led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

3. Citizens and Delegations  
Peter Quercia, 300 Walnut Street, Willimantic, spoke of a recent incident of being 

stopped by police in Tolland County and the escalating number of tickets he has received for 

various reasons. 

 

Julie Martinelli, Eastview Terrace, South Windham, spoke in support of Rob Chasse and binding 

arbitration. 

 

Dawn Niles, Chair of the Democratic Town Committee, does not agree with having only one 

Citizens & Delegations. Ms. Niles thanked Council for trying to find an ambulance and for 

looking at the dispatch center and setting up a contract with them. She also thanked everyone for 

helping and supporting the McSweeney Senior Center Spaghetti Supper fundraiser. In addition, 

Ms. Niles stated she believes in binding arbitration and asked the Council to reinstate Rob 

Chasse.  

 

Lori Jeffers, Willimantic, believes the Town should sell the Kramer Building to ECSU and use 

the money to purchase books for the school systems.  

 

Ken Marceau, Babcock Hill Road, South Windham, supports binding arbitration. 

 

Keith Chase, Babcock Hill Road, South Windham, supports binding arbitration and feels the 

Town could be opening themselves up to a lawsuit if they don’t abide by the arbitration ruling. 

 

Dennis Gorgoglione, Willimantic, supports the No-Freeze Shelter and is concerned of the dangers 

if closed. 

 

Lisa Lamar, Willimantic, supports the No-Freeze Shelter and believes the Town needs a larger 

shelter. 
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4. Town Council Comment 

NONE 

 

5. Adoption of Minutes  

a. Discussion and possible action to adopt the January 3, 2012 Town Council meeting 

minutes. 

 Iazzetta MOVED, Underwood seconded, to adopt the January 3, 2012 Town Council 

meeting minutes with the following correction: correct the vote in Item 14c to read 

Fantoli, Rivera, Doyle and K. Donohue opposed. All were in favor. MOTION PASSED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

MOTION: Underwood MOVED, DeVivo seconded to move Item 14a & 14b to follow Item 5a. All were 

in favor except Iazzetta who opposed. MOTION PASSED. 

 

14. Old Business 

a. Motion to move to convene an executive session with attorney David Ryan, Town 

Manager Neal Beets, Personnel Director Don Muirhead, Public Works 

Superintendent Brad Wojick, and other appropriate persons to discuss pending 

litigation with Teamsters Local 493. 
 McDevitt MOVED, DeVivo seconded, to convene an executive session with attorney 

David Ryan, Town Manager Neal Beets, Personnel Director Don Muirhead, Public 

Works Superintendent Brad Wojick, and other appropriate persons to discuss pending 

litigation with Teamsters Local 493 at 7:23 P.M.  

All were in favor. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Iazzetta MOVED, DeVivo seconded, to come out of executive session at 8:25 P.M. All 

were in favor. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

b. Discussion and possible action arising from the executive session.  

K. Donohue MOVED, McDevitt seconded, that we as Town Council support the Town 

Manager’s decision to support the application to vacate. All were in favor except Fantoli 

and Krich. MOTION PASSED. 

 

6. Resignations.   
 NONE  

 

7. Appointments.   Discussion and possible action to: 

a. Re-appoint Michael Westerfield as a member of the Conservation, Open Space & 

Agriculture Commission with term ending January 1, 2016. 
 Iazzetta MOVED, Underwood seconded, to Re-appoint Michael Westerfield as a member 

of the Conservation, Open Space & Agriculture Commission with term ending January 1, 

2016. All were in favor.  

MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

b. Appoint John McCommas as a member of the Economic Development Commission 

as an alternate with term ending December 15, 2014. 
 Underwood MOVED, Rivera seconded, to appoint John McCommas as a member of the 

Economic Development Commission as an alternate with term ending December 15, 

2014. All were in favor. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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8. Presentations & Special Reports 

a. Presentation about the Neighbor to Neighbor Energy Program, and possible Town 

Council action.  
 A Power Point Presentation was given by Madeline Priest and Jefferson Crawford on the 

Neighbor to Neighbor Energy Program. Ms. Priest and Mr. Crawford explained the 

program and the benefits associated with the program. They noted Windham as well as 

13 other Towns throughout the State are currently participating in the program. No 

Action was taken. 

 

9. Mayor's Report 
Mayor Eldridge reported on the McSweeney Senior Center Spaghetti Supper fundraiser. He 

thanked Town Employees Mary DeMarco and Joe Gardner as well as John & Bunny Lescoe and 

everyone else who helped in making the event a success. 

 

Mayor Eldridge also reported giving the oath to two new Willimantic Firefighters, attending the 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. celebration at the Church, attending the Community Summit at ECSU 

with James Finger and Mary DeMarco regarding non-profit organizations, lunch and a tour of 

UCONN with its President, Dr. Herbst, and the celebration of Three Kings Day. 

  

In addition, Mayor Eldridge reported on the great success rate of Windham Regional Technical 

School. 

 

10. Town Manager's Report 
Town Manager, Neal Beets, referred to the CT 2012 CT Town Meeting brochure,  

sponsored by the CT Small Town Association. He reported the Association, which 

Windham is a member of, includes Towns with populations of less than 30,000. He stated 

the focus this year is Educational and Municipal Funding. Mr. Beets reported Governor  

Malloy will be giving the keynote speech on Wednesday, February 22
 
and believes we  

may hear some ideas on school reform coming out of the Governors State of the State  

speech. He stated if anyone would like to attend the Meeting to please coordinate with 

Neida. 

 

Town Manager Beets also reported the Town Meeting that was held prior to the Council  

Meeting tonight approved all 5 Items including the transfer of 17 acres of land being  

deeded to Joshua’s Trust. 

 

11. Discussion and Review of Communications 
 NONE 

 

12. Resolutions and Ordinances 
NONE 

 

13. Reports of Committees, Boards and Commissions 

a. Administration, Finance, Health and Human Services Subcommittee  
K. Donohue reported the Subcommittee had met and are focusing on a couple of items, 

one of which is the Senior Center. K. Donohue stated the Subcommittee is looking at the 

following options for the center: stabilization of services, identifying short term solutions 

and studying long term options. He also noted the Subcommittee requested Human 



 

 4

Services Director Mary Demarco gather information regarding cost factors and 

participation at the Center and they hope to make a recommendation to the Council. 

 

K.Donohue also reported the Subcommittee discussed agenda items moving forward and 

identified Economic Development as a main focus this year.  

K. Donohue also noted several other items remain before the Subcommittee such as 

ATV’s, parking and Ethics. 

b. Public Safety, Public Works, Culture and Recreation Subcommittee 
Iazzetta reported the Subcommittee would be meeting next Wednesday at 7:00 P.M. in 

the Town Hall Meeting Room,   

 c. Tri-Board 
McDevitt reported the Subcommittee is continuing to gather information about IT from 

the other Boards. McDevitt stated the Subcommittee is also looking into every avenue for 

cost savings and joining forces. McDevitt noted reports are given to the subcommittee for 

discussion and upon completion of their findings they will make a presentation to the full 

Town Council. 

 

14. Old Business 

a. Motion to move to convene an executive session with attorney David Ryan, Town 

Manager Neal Beets, Personnel Director Don Muirhead, Public Works 

Superintendent Brad Wojick, and other appropriate persons to discuss pending 

litigation with Teamsters Local 493. 

b. Discussion and possible action arising from the executive session.  

  

{Items 14a & 14b were moved to follow Item 5a} 

 

15. New Business 
NONE 

 

16. Future Agenda Items 

• Update on the Natchaug School Roof from the Magnet School Building Committee 

• Update from the Economic Development Commission on the facade improvements 

• Update on the Ambulance Bids 

 

17. Adjournment 
McDevitt MOVED, Underwood seconded, to adjourn the Town of Windham Town Council 

meeting at 8:56 P.M. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

 

 

Submitted By: 

 

Barbara J. McKinney 

Clerk of the Town Council 


