
 

 

Minutes of the  
Windham Town Council Regular Meeting  
  

Windham Town Hall Bellingham Auditorium, 2nd Floor 

Tuesday, February 2, 2016 - 7:00 P.M.  
 

 

 

1. Call to Order.  Welcome.   
Mayor Eldridge called the Windham Town Council Regular Meeting to order at 7:03 

P.M. 

Town Council members present: Mayor Ernest S. Eldridge, Charles Krich, Tony Fantoli, 

Nectalis Martinez, Tom DeVivo, Michael Lessard, Dennis O’Brien, Lynne Ide and James 

Flores  

 

Lorraine McDevitt and Charlotte Patros were excused. 

 

Town Manager Neal Beets was also in attendance. 

 

State Senator Mae Flexer, State Representative Susan Johnson, State Representative 

Linda Orange, Superintendent of Schools Dr. Garcia, Chairman of the Board of 

Education Luz Osuba, Vice Chairman of the Board of Finance Tyler Griffin and several 

other Board members were also in attendance.   

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance. 
 Mayor Eldridge led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

3. Public Comment.  
Joe Marsalisi, Willimantic spoke about an article in the Hartford Courant regarding East 

Hartford Dispatch response times.  He noted the Willimantic Dispatch response times 

was equally as good and commended the dispatchers in Willimantic for their dedication 

and hard work. 

 

Doug Lary, 183 Summit Street, Willimantic, noted he was a member of the Ad-Hoc 

Green Action Group and spoke against expanding gas pipe lines and fracking.  He 

encouraged the Town Council to consider asking the Energy Commission to draft an 

Ordinance regarding the issue. 

 

Jeff Beadle, Director of WRCC, spoke in support of NCCDC.  He also thanked the Town 

Council for supporting WRCC Youth Programs. 

 

Barbara McGrath, 29 Windham Center Road, Windham, spoke in support of the NCCDC 

request. 

 



 

 

Kim Haddad, Director of the Willimantic Housing Authority, gave a brief update on the 

CDBG loan application and noted they were moving forward towards the rehabilitation 

of Memorial Drive. 

 

Ton DeVivo provided the Town Council with the nominations for Cupid and asked them 

to cast their vote.  He noted he and Barbara McKinney would count the votes at the end 

of the meeting. 

 

James Flores spoke about the debt crisis in Puerto Rico and urged the Legislators and 

Town Council to pass a resolution to address the issue. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes. 
 a. Regular Meeting of January 19, 2016.  

DeVivo MOVED, Fantoli seconded, to approve the minutes of January 19, 2016.  

All were in favor.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

6. Discuss and possibly approve the following recommendations from the Town 
Council Nominating Committee: 
a. Councilmember Lynne Ide as a regular member of the Ad Hoc Finance 

Consolidation Tri-Board. 
 DeVivo MOVED, Lessard seconded, to appoint Councilmember Lynne Ide as a 

regular member of the Ad Hoc Finance Consolidation Tri-Board.  All were in 

favor.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

b. Denise Flores as a regular member of the Library Board, with a term to end 
on December 2, 2016. 

 DeVivo MOVED, Lessard seconded, to appoint Denise Flores as a regular 

member of the Library Board, with a term to end on December 2, 2016.  All were 

in favor except Flores who abstained.  MOTION PASSED.  

  

7. Discuss and possibly approve a Resolution supporting the Town’s application and 
letter to OPM for $2 million in Transit-Oriented Development Grant Funds to assist 
NCCDC in constructing 20 units of housing at the Hurley/ Murray Building on 
Main Street.  
DeVivo read the Resolution and moved for its adoption. 

DeVivo MOVED, Lessard seconded, to adopt Resolution #2676.  All were in favor 

except Fantoli who opposed and Krich who abstained.  

 

RESOLUTION of the Windham Town Council No. 2676 
 

WHEREAS, the State of Connecticut through its General Assembly and Office of Policy and 

Management has created a Responsible Growth and Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Grant 

Program; and  

 

WHEREAS, the historic Murray/Hurley Building on Main Street in Willimantic, CT, needs 

renovation; and  

 

WHEREAS, the NCCDC -- the Northeast Connecticut Community Development Corporation -- 

has acquired the Murray/Hurley Building and is working tirelessly to accumulate funds to 



 

 

renovate the Murray/Hurley Building as a mixed-use development on a busy bus line, with retail 

on the ground floor and housing on the floors above;   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Windham Town Council hereby resolves as follows: 

 

1. Authorizes the submission of the Town of Windham Grant Proposal for the 

Hurley/Murray Building  in accordance with the Responsible Growth and Transit-

Oriented Development (TOD) Grant Request for Applications: and 

2. Authorizes Neal J. Beets, Windham Town Manager, to sign the grant application and to 

sign any other documents associated with administering the grant, if awarded, including 

any amendments thereto. Such grant application is attached to and made a part of this 

record.  

 

MOTION PASSED 
 

8.   Discuss and possibly approve an architectural design contract with Silver-Petrucelli 
+ Associates to handle the renovation of the Willimantic Public Library.  

 DeVivo MOVED, Ide seconded, to approve an architectural design contract with Silver-

Petrucelli + Associates to handle the renovation of the Willimantic Public Library.  All 

were in favor.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

  

9. Discuss and possibly act on priorities for state legislation and state funding in FY 
16-17.  
a. Hear from our state delegation:   

i. Remarks from Senator Mae Flexer,  
ii. Remarks from Representative Susan Johnson, and presentation of an 

Energy Conservation Award to the Town. 
iii.   Remarks from Representative Linda Orange. 

 

State Representative Susan Johnson presented a Citation of Recognition to the 

Town for the Clean Energy Silver Award.   

 

State Senator Mae Flexer thanked the Town for inviting her to the meeting.  She 

noted the Governor would be presenting his budget tomorrow and she was 

interested in hearing the Town’s priorities. 

  

State Representative Susan Johnson thanked the Town for inviting her to the 

meeting.  She also was interested in hearing the Town’s priorities and noted it will 

be a difficult session because of the proposed cuts by the Governor. 

 

State Representative Linda Orange thanked the Town for inviting her to the 

meeting.  She also noted her interested in hearing the Town’s priorities.  She 

stated we were starting in a deficit and noted it would be a challenge to fund 

existing programs.  State Representative Orange also acknowledged the 

comments made by the public.   

 

 



 

 

b. Hear from our Town Council, Willimantic Taxing District Board, First Taxing 

District Board, Board of Education, and Board of Finance. 

  

 The following topics were discussed: 

• Teacher certification in Connecticut 

• Increase in student population  

• Transportation 

• Windham Hospital  

• Motor Vehicle property tax  

• Probate Court Administration fees 

• Businesses moving out of the State (Aetna & GE) 

• New contracts for Electric Boat  

• Consolidation of school districts 

• Possible increases in public housing 

• Downtown improvements 

• PILOT funds 

• Community Health Centers 

• ECS funding 

• Tuition for preschool 

• Addressing mental health issues 

• Senior Center  

 

10. Public Comment.  
Rheo Brouillard, President of NCCDC thanked the Town Council for supporting the 

project on 699 Main Street. 

 

Doug Lary, 183 Summit Street, Willimantic, spoke in support of regionalizing school 

districts. 

 

11. Adjournment 
DeVivo MOVED, Lessard seconded, to adjourn the Windham Town Council Regular 

meeting at 9:05 P.M.  All were in favor. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
Submitted By: 
Barbara J. McKinney 

Clerk of the Town Council 

  


