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(over, please) 

WINDHAM TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

WINDHAM TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM 

 

Tuesday, May 1, 2012 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

 
1. Call to Order 

Mayor Eldridge called the Town of Windham Council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 

Town Council members present: Mayor Ernest S. Eldridge, Charles Krich, Tony Fantoli, 
Lorraine McDevitt, N. Joseph Underwood, Kevin Donohue, Arnaldo Rivera, Mark 
Doyle, and Jerry Iazzetta 
 
Christel Donahue and Tom DeVivo were excused 

  

Town Manager Neal Beets was also in attendance. 
     

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 Mayor Eldridge led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

3. Citizens and Delegations:  Public Comment  

Faith Kenton, resident of the Town, read a story called It’s A Book by Lane Smith. Ms. 
Kenton spoke in support of the Library.  
 
Mary Lou DeVivo, Ash Street, Willimantic, stated this year’s budget was already in the 
tubes but she would like the Council to start thinking about next year’s budget for the 
Public Library which needs more money.  
 
Mary Gallucci, North Street Willimantic, shared her concerns for the future of our 
students in Windham. She also questioned the connection between Teach for America 
and the 12 teachers contracts not being renewed.  
 
Lynne Ide, Willimantic resident and Chair of the Board of Finance, spoke in support of 
the Town Budget and encouraged all residents to vote on May 8th in support of the 
budget. She believes it is a responsible and fair budget and will get the Town on the road 
to continued success. 
 
Jeff Viens, property owner, spoke against the Town taking ownership of the Windham 
Mills site #4. 
 
Harry Carboni, Willimantic, asked that the Town Council start to consider tacking on 
$1,000,000 onto next year’s budget and every year after for the development of the 
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Town. He believes this year’s budget keeps the Town status quo and he would like the 
Town to prioritize the Towns needs and fund those projects.  
 
 Lori Jeffers, Willimantic, stated she was disappointed by people speaking at the Annual 
Meeting that said it was a waste of money going to the polls 5 times on the budget. She 
also spoke with regards to which of the sidewalks were being repaired, town employees 
paying part of their healthcare and the amount of time the Registrar of Voters spend in 
their office. She believes the Registrar of Voters may have violated the law by locking 
the doors and having people knock on the window to gain access to their office during a 
mandated time.  
 
Pam Viens, Columbia resident and Windham taxpayer, stated she would like the Town 
Council and Planning and Zoning to get out of the Mills way so the Town can move 
forward. She noted the Council was going into executive session regarding Mill Site #4 
and feels the Town should be held responsible if they push this through tonight without 
going to a Town vote.  
 
Bernie D’Auteuil, noted a point of order regarding Item 12a on the agenda coming before 
Item 7 on the agenda. He also noted the ballot doesn’t show the $750,000 that the Board 
of Education requested for books. He questioned when that would be discussed. 
 

4. Town Council Comment  

a. Mayor’s Certificate of Appreciation honoring the students and staff of the 

Eastern Connecticut State University for their participation in Town Pride, 

Town Wide 2012. 

 Mayor Eldridge introduced 3 ECSU students who participated in the Town Wide 
Town Pride event along with 150 other students. He also presented them with a 
Certificate of Appreciation and thanked them all for their hard work in the 
community. 

 
 Jerry Iazzetta, noted there is a specification that is required for sidewalks that 

contractors have to follow.  
 
 Kevin Donohue, recognized the comments from Lynne Ide and Murphy Sewall. 

He echo’s Lynne’s comments on supporting the budget and noted the Board’s of 
Education, Finance and Town Council have all worked very well together this 
budget season. He believes the budget is one that the people can support, one that 
supports the changes coming and one that supports Windham turning the corner. 

 
5. Adoption of Minutes  
a. Discussion and possible action to adopt the minutes for the April 17, 2012 

Town Council Meeting. 

 Iazzetta MOVED, Underwood seconded, to adopt the minutes for the April 17, 
2012 Town Council Meeting. All were in favor except Rivera who abstained. 
MOTION PASSED. 
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6. Resignations.  Receive the resignation of: 
 a. None. 
  

MOTION: K. Donohue MOVED, Underwood seconded, to move Item 12a up on the 
agenda to follow Item 6. All were in favor except Iazzetta who opposed.  
MOTION PASSED.  
 

12. Resolutions and Ordinances 

a.   Discussion and possible action on a Resolution creating an Ad Hoc 

Committee on Health Insurance. 

 Krich read the Resolution and moved for its adoption. 
 Krich MOVED, Rivera seconded, to adopt Resolution #2569 creating an Ad Hoc 

Committee on Health Insurance. All were in favor.    
 

A Resolution of the Windham Town 
Council Creating an Ad Hoc Committee 
on Health Care Insurance 

 
Whereas, the cost of  health care insurance for the 700 employees of the Board of Education, the 
Town general government, the Willimantic Service District, the Water Commission, and the 
Wastewater Pollution Control Authority is approaching $11 million dollars each year; and  

Whereas the Town of Windham is continually considering its insurance options; and  

Whereas, at their meeting on April 17, 2012, the Windham Town Council approved a motion 
directing the Mayor to create an Ad Hoc Committee on Health Care Insurance;  

Now, therefore, the Windham Town Council adopts the following Resolution: 

  
Section 1.  Ad Hoc Health Care Insurance Committee Established.   
 
There shall be a Town of Windham Ad Hoc Health Care Insurance Committee (the Committee) 
having the powers and duties set forth in this Resolution.   
 
Section 2.  Composition. 
 

(a) The Committee shall consist of five (5) members, two (2) from the Board of Education, 
two (2) from the Town Council, and one (1) from the Board of Finance.   

(b) Pursuant to the Town Charter, the Mayor shall appoint Committee members subject to 
concurrence by the Town Council. 
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(c) Upon a vacancy occurring, the Mayor shall appoint a successor subject to the 
concurrence of the Town Council. 

(d) Committee members shall serve without compensation or reimbursement of expenses 
incurred. 

 
Section 3.  Powers and Duties. 
 
The Committee shall have the following enumerated powers and duties, and all powers and 
duties necessary or appropriate to accomplish effectively these enumerated powers and duties: 
 

(a) To gather information relevant to the choice of health care insurance for the Town; 
(b) To consider at least the following health care insurance options, as well as other options 

the Committee wishes to consider: 

• State of Connecticut health insurance program; 

• Fully-insured Windham health insurance program; 

• Self-insured Windham health insurance program. 
(c) To request the assistance of the Special Master, the Superintendent of Schools, the Town 

Manager, their staff, the Town’s health insurance broker, the State Comptroller’s Office, 
and other persons or entities with relevant information. 

(d) To make a recommendation to the Board of Education, Town Council, and Willimantic 
Service District Council about which health care insurance program the Town should use.  
In making its recommendation, the Committee shall consider what is in the best interests 
of the Town in light of factors including cost, coverage, disruption, and such other factors 
as the Committee deems appropriate. 

 
Section 4.  Sunset 
 
The Committee shall sunset upon the sending of the recommendation described above,  or by 
July 1, 2012, whichever comes first.  
 
MOTION PASSED  UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
7. Appointments.   Discussion and possible action to appoint: 

a. BOE Chair Murphy Sewall as a regular member of the Ad Hoc Committee 

on Health Insurance. 

b. BOE Member John French as a regular member of the Ad Hoc Committee 

on Health Insurance. 

c. BOF Chair Lynne Ide as a regular member of the Ad Hoc Committee on 

Health Insurance. 

d. Town Council Member Mark Doyle as a regular member of the Ad Hoc 

Committee on Health Insurance. 

e. Town Council Member Charles Krich as a regular member of the Ad Hoc 

Committee on Health Insurance. 

  

Items 7a-7e, were taken as one item. 
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Iazzetta MOVED, Rivera seconded, to appoint Murphy Sewall, John French, Lynne Ide, 
Mark Doyle and Charles Krich as regular members to the Ad Hoc Committee on Health  
Insurance. All were in favor. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 

8. Presentations & Special Reports 

NONE 
 

9. Mayor's Report 

Mayor Eldridge reported on the Town Wide Town Pride event. He recognized and 
thanked the many businesses and organizations that made the event a great success.  
He also noted Windham is the 58th Town to be designated as a Wildlife Habitat. 
 

10. Town Manager's Report 

Town Manager Beets, noted on May 12th the Town of Windham will be celebrating its 
320 year anniversary of the Incorporation of the Town. He stated May 12, 1692 is when 
the Town Incorporated. 
 

11. Discussion and Review of Communications 
Mayor Eldridge explained that The CT Eastern Railroad Museum had invited the Council 
to visit the Museum, however due to issues that could arise regarding meetings and 
quorums it could pose a problem if there was a quorum of the Council there at one time. 
He stated after discussing this with the Town Manager they felt it would be fine if anyone 
on the Council wanted to visit the Museum themselves and he explained the rules 
surrounding ethics and receiving gifts exceeding $25. 

 
Item 12a was moved up on the agenda to follow Item 6. 
 
13. Reports of Committees, Boards and Commissions 

a. Administration, Finance, Health and Human Services Subcommittee  
K. Donohue noted the meeting for tomorrow had been cancelled. He stated the 
Committee had just received a packet of information regarding the Senior Center 
that needed review. Mr. Donohue also noted the Town Managers evaluation was 
on their agenda and there were a few concerns from the Labor Attorney.  
 

b. Public Safety, Public Works, Culture and Recreation Subcommittee 
Iazzetta reported the Committee had met on April 25. He reported Mr. Beets had 
given a report on the status of the Dispatch Center and noted another meeting 
would be held on the 4th Wednesday of the month with the Dispatch Center and 
Mr. Beets. Mr. Iazzetta noted several options were being looked at regarding a 
resolution which includes: incorporating, continuing as they are now with the 
Town being responsible, or establish an authority similar to Water and Sewer.  
 
Mr. Iazzetta also reported the Committee discussed the use of the transfer station 
by landlords. He noted several landlords have requested to use the transfer station 
the same way as residents use it. Scott Clairmont, Asst Superintendent of Public 
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Works, explained the current regulations to the Committee and was asked to 
review other methods for use to help landlords. Mr. Clairmont noted they are 
looking to regionalize the station which will allow for different usage and that 
bids would be sent out shortly.  
 
In addition, Mr. Iazzetta reported bids were being put forward for the sidewalks. 
 

 c. Tri-Board 
McDevitt reported the Tri-Board had a very good meeting with the 
Superintendent of Schools, Town Controller Tom Pesce, the Board of Education’s 
Finance Director, and IT from both the Town and Board of Education. She noted 
they are moving forward with the consolidation of equipment and the costs for the 
consolidation will be brought to the Tri-Board at their next meeting. She reported 
all six members have been very diligent and she believes the final report will 
include some very good areas to move the Town forward. She also noted the 
Board has only 2 meetings before they are done. 
 

14. Old Business 

a. Discussion and possible action to award three sidewalk construction contracts, as 
recommended by the Town Engineer and the Town Council Subcommittee on 
Public Works, Public Safety, Culture and Recreation. 
i.  Mountain Street, to New England Concrete Inc. in the amount of 

$205,500; 
ii. Mansfield Avenue, Roanoak Avenue, and Quarry Street, to Donahue 

General Contractors in the amount of $232,600; 
iii. Bellevue, Hewitt, and Oak Streets, to Marois Concrete Service Inc. in the 

amount of $196,080. 
 
Underwood MOVED, Iazzetta seconded, to take Items 14a, i, ii and iii as one 
Item. All were in favor. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Iazzetta MOVED, Underwood seconded, to award three sidewalk construction  
contracts, as recommended by the Town Engineer and the Town Council  
Subcommittee on Public Works, Public Safety, Culture and Recreation which  
include: Mountain Street, to New England Concrete Inc. in the amount of  
205,500, Mansfield Avenue, Roanoak Avenue, and Quarry Street, to Donahue  
General Contractors in the amount of $232,600, and Bellevue, Hewitt, and Oak  
Streets, to Marois Concrete Service Inc. in the amount of $196,080. All were in  
favor. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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b. Discussion and possible action to move to executive session with the Town 

Attorney Richard Cody and Town Manager Neal Beets to discuss pending 

litigation regarding the Mill 4 bankruptcy case.  

 Rivera MOVED, McDevitt seconded, to convene an executive session at 7:45 PM 
with the Town Attorney Richard Cody and Town Manager Neal Beets to discuss 
pending litigation regarding the Mill 4 bankruptcy case. All were in favor. 
MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
 Iazzetta MOVED, Rivera seconded, to come out of executive session at 8:30 PM 
 All were in favor. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
c. Discussion and possible action resulting from the aforementioned executive 

session regarding the bankruptcy proceeding involving the Mill 4 site.  

  K. Donohue MOVED, Krich seconded, that the Town not acquire the Mill Site 4 
property site, accept no liability for that site, accept no risk for any future liability 
for that site, and that we recognize that it would be in the best interest of the Town 
if an independent non-profit could control that in the future going forward. All 
were in favor except McDevitt and Fantoli. 

 
15. New Business 

 NONE 
 
16. Future Agenda Items 

• Summer schedule for the Town Council meetings. 
 

17. Adjournment 

McDevitt MOVED, Rivera seconded, to adjourn the Town of Windham Town Council 
meeting at 8:33P.M. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Submitted By: 

 

Barbara J. McKinney 

Clerk of the Council 


