
Willimantic Public Library Board Minutes 

 

Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012  

 

Attendance:   Chairman J. Ayer, E. Jenkins, B. Lacey, T. Perch, O. Kurnyk-Ezis and L. 

Lambert, Secretary. 

 

Absent: none 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. 

 

Acceptance of Minutes 

 

The November and December 2011 board meeting minutes were approved and accepted  

with a few revisions. 

 

Old Business 

 

There was some board discussion on the tri-library board’s gathering, January 11
th

, 2012 

between the Willimantic Public Library Board Members’ and the Board Members’ of the 

two local libraries, Windham Free and Guilford Smith Memorial. Our board discussed 

the successfulness of this get-together in ‘opening up diplomatic channels’, as Chairman 

Ayer previously stated. Additionally, there was hope that the three libraries can work 

together more often. Gail Zeiba’s  power point presentation was well received. 

 

There was a short discussion on the library’s revised By-laws prior to voting on them.  E. 

Jenkins motioned to accept the revised By-laws as written, Chairman J. Ayer, seconded 

the motion, the board voted unanimously to approve the revised By-laws of the 

Willimantic Public Library Board, as written.  

 

Reports 

 

Adult Department 

 

* T. Perch met with the Town Manager regarding next year’s budget.  The budget 

  submitted by T. Perch has ‘no increases’ due to the economic situation in Windham and 

  the state. Mr. Perch also relayed to Mr. Beets that the Willimantic Public Library Board 

  does not want any additional funding coming from cuts that might be made to the two 

  other library’s budgets in Windham.  The board does not want to profit from their (other 

  libraries) losses.  

 

* Adult Department employee, Olga Bivins is home from the hospital.  There aren’t any 

  updates as to when she might return to work at the library. The board will be kept 

  abreast of any changes in this situation. 
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* Solar panels that were installed on the library roof are completely finished and were 

  turned on last week. We are currently waiting for Brian Hathaway, the town IT 

 Manager, to connect the computer in the control module to the network so that the 

library can monitor the system input and usage. Currently, a portion of the electricity that 

the library uses is supplied by the solar panels. 

 

Children’s Department 

 

* Children’s Librarian, Gail Zeiba informed the board that the Children’s Dept. has 

  hosted 11 programs since the beginning of the year; with 178 people in attendance. 

  Additionally, the circulation statistics for the month of January, 2012 were over 

  1750 pieces of material (books, CD’s, DVD’s).  This figure shows a significant increase 

  from September and October’s 2011 combined totals of 2,735 items. 

 

New Business 

 

The board discussed looking into creating a Tri-library program with Charter 

Communication’s Public Service Channel. T. Perch will report back to the board after  

investigating this opportunity. 

 

 T. Perch informed the board of a website, American Libraries Direct, which gives up to 

date information on current library practices and policies. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:26 pm.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted for approval February 3, 2012 

By, Laura L. Lambert MS –Board Secretary  
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