Town of Windham

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
Reqular Meeting

DATE: Thursday April 7, 2011

TIME: 7:00 P.M.
PLACE: Windham Town Hall, 979 Main St., Willimantic
AGENDA

l. Call to Order
1. New Business - DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION
Public Hearing:
1. Bigqgins Auto Repair, LLC application for a Certificate of Location to

establish a business for used motor vehicle salesand general repairs at
1071 Main St. Willimantic, CT.

I1l.  Routine Business - DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION

1. Approval of Minutes
2. Miscellaneous
IV. Adjourn

Robert A. Coutu, Chairman



Town of Windham
MEMORANDUM

TO: Windham Zoning Board of Appeals
FROM: James Finger, Town Planner
DATE: April 1, 2011

SUBJ: Planner’s Report for next meeting
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Biggins _Auto Repair, LLC for 1071 Main__St. Willimantic, CT This is an
application for a Certificate of Location to establish a business for used motor vehicle
sales and general repairs at the site of the former Willi-Lube Garage next to Dairy Queen.
This is not a zoning matter; so much as it is a separate authority under State law for the
Board to consider the location of motor vehicle businesses. The main concerns for the
Board to consider is the effect of this type of business on parks, theaters, schools or uses
of assembly — and the effect on traffic in neighboring streets.

The main concern with the subject property is that it already has a lot of traffic because of
the gasoline fueling station, and the convenience goods for sale inside the store. The
front of the property has limited parking with very tight spaces for vehicles. The property
does have a row of parking along the east and north sides that isn’t used, but the travel
lanes are narrow in a few places. While the property had been used for oil changes and
certainly has the facilities for other motor vehicle work, it wasn’t heavily used for motor
vehicle repairs. The east side next to Dairy Queen is open to public view, and probably
should be fenced off to enclose the garage use.

The only part that would be of concern is the storage of any collision-damaged vehicles
in public view, and the limited space available for the display of vehicles that may be on
hand for sale. The applicant has indicated that he would not be performing any body
repair work, nor would he be on a Police Tow truck list to remove and store wrecked
vehicles. Further, he indicates that he would park customer’s cars along the side, and rear
along with vehicles that he would sell on an occasional basis. These would be parked out
of the way of other customer needs for the limited parking in front. If the applicant is
willing restrict the license in this manner, the staff supports the application. We also
recommended that he install a fence along the east side to block to view from the Dairy
Queen.
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